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Week 1 (Aug 14-18)
Wow!  I have never been so excited and nervous in my life.  This week was a reality check; it made me realize that I am almost finished with my college career.  I was placed at Carrollton Middle School in fifth grade with Sheri Davis.  I love it; she is so organized, creative, and well prepared!  I feel her teaching style is very similar to my own.  I am eager to see what the next fifteen weeks will hold.


I learned may different things my first week of internship.  Each placement/field experience is unique.  Routines, buildings, teaching styles, etc. are different from one school to another.  During my first week, I learned school and class routines/schedule.  I did a lot of observing; I took it all in.  I observed my teacher and her methods.  I observed my students and how they acted and reacted to certain situations.  I learned almost fifty five names in four days along with some background information on students.  

Along with learning the school and getting turned around a few times, I learned about the fifth grade curriculum and how team teaching really works.  I learned how to take role and lunch orders on the computer and submit it to the front office.  I was allowed to sit in on an SST information meeting which was very beneficial.  Lastly, I created a PowerPoint presentation on Trumpeter Swans.  It goes along with a book we are reading in Literature class and ties in with their centers.  I will be directing this center along with the activity that follows afterward.  This is a way to slowly slide me in.
Week 2 (Aug 21-25)


I was more comfortable this week in taking role and the lunch order.  I’ve got the hang of the computer program my school uses in order to perform these task.  I’ve lead DOL all this week, and it went very efficiently.  I feel I am leading/instructing the class in a smooth, orderly fashion.  I am using calling cards, which are cards with the students name and number on it, to pick students to answer the questions.  The cards “keep the student’s on their toes” and help the process run more effectively.

I have continued to lead the computer center.  Student’s come over learn about PowerPoint, view a slideshow, and complete an informational brochure on Trumpeter Swans.  I think the students are really enjoying this center.  I am receiving and seeing some really good work.  Students have also had the chance to explore some websites online and find information there.  *(This week I was suppose to direct Literature Circles, but my teacher wanted to make sure the students had the hang of it.  So instead, I am leading another center.  About week four I will be able to direct Literature Circles)*

I have also had some opportunities to sit in on or participate in other teacher activities.  This week I sat in for the faculty meeting which was on child abuse.  I found it very beneficial because this is stuff I will be dealing with when I become a teacher.  I meet with the principal on Tuesday to discuss students/parents with disabilities.  On Friday, I gave both classes their spelling test.  It consisted of twenty five words and a bonus.  I enjoyed doing it!  My teacher also allowed me to lead/direct the class from location to location.  


I feel the students are beginning to look at me as a teacher.  They are curious about me, what grade I want to teach, and UWG.  I enjoy talking to them especially about college.  They are trying to convince me that I need to teach fifth grade and that’s it!  They are too funny, and I am surprised by their personalities.  They are already so unique and formed.  
Week 3 (Aug 28 – Sept 1)


This week went very smoothly.  I took the lunch role, as usual, and the students appeared comfortable with me doing this.  I have got the hang of it as well as my supervising teacher.  I have also been assisting with any type of money order: lunch, book order, PTO t-shirt orders, etc.  I feel these experiences are the ones that prepare you the most for the future.  I feel, the students are beginning to accept and trust me.  They come to me to ask questions, and I am able to answer most all of them.

I am still leading DOL and the centers.  I enjoy doing DOL every morning, and I am excited to see new centers next week (all the centers will be the same just with a different activity).  I helped with the process of turning in spelling contracts.  Mrs. Davis called the student up to turn in their activity, while I assisted the students in the manner to turn the papers in.  We will not do this for the students every week; this was just part of the procedure process.  I have heard that procedure teaching takes about the first month of school, and I am in agreement!

This week students went to the media center and took their AR test for the first time.  This program is new to this school and most of the students.  I assisted in getting the students to the library, passwords assigned, and getting logged into the program.  I also helped students find the location of the books and test.  I showed students how to interpret their scores and what they meant.

Thursday, I was out for Intec class.  it was extremely useful and I wish we had had this class in Block I.  I learned/found some beneficial websites.  I came back to school and shared them with my supervising teacher.  She found them interesting as well.  After showing her these sites, we sat down and talked about my two weeks of teaching.  She helped me gather ideas and materials.  I feel a little prepared for my two weeks worth of teaching, but there is still much preparation needed.

Week 4 (Sept 5 – 8) 

Wahoo!  I’ve been here for a month and loving it!  Monday was a little crazy; the kids were a little wild.  This is the first time I have seen them act like that.  Every other day was alright.  I did have to make some marks on their behavior rubrics, and this was their first time of seeing me do that.


I am continuing to lead DOL, and this week I directed three new centers.  I liked have more responsibility.  I also had the opportunity to sit in the literature circle and see what the students did.  I liked how smoothly the literature circles ran.  I began teaching my one lesson in the afternoon class.  Every afternoon I taught.  I taught on the location of commas and periods.  I also taught what appositives and appositive phrases were.  I felt the lesson went really well, and the students appeared to enjoy how I taught it.


I took school pictures for the first time in four years.  It was kind of strange.  The students kept asking if I was going to take a picture, so I figured why not!  It will be interesting to see what they look like.  I think my mom will find this funny!
Week 5 (Sept 11 – 15)


Monday had a different feel about it, being that it was September 11.  It has been five years and every still appeared very affected by it.  My teacher and I spent some time talking to the students about the tragic event.  Most of our students were only about five or six when it occurred.  We shared some books, pictures, and our events during that day.  One students father went the day after the tragedy occurred and worked there.  He had taken many pictures of New York during that time.  He allowed his daughter to bring in those pictures of New York, and she shared those pictures with the class.  Almost every child moved by these pictures; they were asking all types of questions.  I am glad we set some time aside to share; I do not think we should allow anyone to forget what happened that terrible day.  


This week DOL was a little different this week.  We did paragraph editing in order to get students ready for peer editing.  Some students really enjoyed doing this while others hated doing this and they let us know.  We emphasized the importance of needing to know the editor marks.  We explained that they would continue to see these marks throughout their school career.  


I taught four lessons this week in the morning group and the afternoon group.  The lessons were on main idea.  I feel like they went better in the afternoon group than they did in the morning group.  I was able to see what I did wrong in the morning group and then correct it in the afternoon group.  I had fun teaching; I feel I am starting to get more involved in the classroom.  Next week should be fun yet interesting.
Week 6 (Sept 18 – 22)

This week was different than all the others, so far.  I got slightly agitated with my students.  They were not following directions very well, and directions had to be repeated several times.  They also had a hard time getting everything organized and where to locate some of their work.  After school one day, I cleaned out the student’s desk and found several of the missing pieces of work.  The following day Ms. Davis and I talked with the students about organization and the placement of school work.

I continued to do the morning routine (welcome, role, lunch count, DOL, etc.).  I also taught several lessons on main idea and inferencing.  My favorite lesson out of them all was Inferencing Charades.  The students really seemed to enjoy this lesson and grasped the concept quickly.  At the end of these days, I created room decorations.  The room decorations consisted of the information that I had taught about in a fun, creative way.  My goal was to help students remember the information days later.  

During this week, I started to prepare for my two weeks of teaching.  I looked, gathered, and created lessons.  I would be lying if I didn’t say, but I am a little nervous about my two weeks.  I also spent some time looking for books to help aid me in this short adventure.  I have found a few, but I am going to have to look beyond the walls of the school.


I continued with the class read aloud, Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar.  The students really love this book, and it makes us all laugh out loud.  I enjoy creating the different voices for each character.  It’s funny how all the students can be going ballistic and when I start reading they are quite and attentive.  I love the power of a good book!

Week 7 (Sept 25 - 29)

I have officially decided this is the second craziest week of the school year; the week before Christmas break is still the craziest!  This week we had ITBS testing, early release, and then parent/teacher conferences.  The kids were wild and rambunctious.  They did great during the testing, but they were ready to go afterward.  I don’t blame them; I would be too if I were in their shoes.  


My role this week was different than the previous weeks.  I helped proctor the ITBS Test, which is not very exciting or strenuous.  After testing and before the dismissal bell, I helped lead a math review game with other team teachers.  This was a fun way to teach math and allow some time for the kids to get the wiggles out.  


Parent conferences were interesting and a very educational experience.  I sat in on all of them except for Thursday when I had InTech class.  I observed and learned a lot from the parents, my supervising teacher, and my supervising teacher’s team teacher.  After observing these, I feel more confident that I could lead a parent/teacher conference.  


On Friday, we watched the movie Trumpet of the Swan.  Almost of the students had finished reading their literature circle book by E. B. White.  We had snacks during the movie and then stopped the movie to go watch the homecoming parade.  It was a really fun day, and I enjoyed the parade.  I have never been at a school where all grade levels are able to see the parade.  I felt this helped build school pride and showed students what they have to look forward to/work toward!
Week 8 (Oct 2 – 6)


I survived my first week, ever, of teaching full time.  Full time teaching- as in all day long!  I was scared to death, but it went really well.  I was proud of myself at the end of the day and I feel I am capable of doing this profession.  My teacher helped me continuously and gave lots of feedback.  I started the lesson off with a video clip which hooked the students.  They want to see the rest of the movie.  When I did oral quizzes of what I had taught, the students were able to respond almost immediately.    

When I began student teaching I knew I had to teach for two weeks straight.  I have taught plenty of lessons, but only one at a time.  When I finished teaching my lesson I always turned it back over to the teacher.  I did not have that option this time, and I was worried that I might have some problems with transitioning.  I did fine; I planned just the right amount to teach.  Students were involved and there was not much down time.  I got good quality work from the students, and some of it will be compiled into a classroom book.


I look forward to next week!  It will be fun, exciting, and educational.  I definitely feel I am ready to enter the work force and have my own classroom.  I have also learned that I like fifth grade.  The content material is very fun to teach; there are endless teaching possibilities! 
Week 9 (Oct 9 – 13)


I did it!  I can teach!  I enjoyed my two weeks of teaching so much.  I learned that I can do it and not have problems with transitioning of lessons, centers, meetings, etc.  It is going to be hard to work my way back out.  I just want to keep teaching.  It is going to be even harder when it is time to leave and graduate.

I taught the rest of my reading/language arts unit, and it went smoothly.  The students did an excellent job of listening and following directions.  My teacher gave great advice and guided me when she saw it was needed.  She put her trust and faith in me, which helped immensely while teaching.  I knew I could turn to her if I needed anything.  She was always willing to lend a hand.

I feel next week is going to be harder than the two weeks of full time teaching, because I will not be doing quiet as much.  I did learn that teach continuously takes a lot of time, effort, and planning.  I went home more tired these last ten days than I have since I’ve been at Carrollton Middle School.  This was a great experience that will stay with me, and helped prepare me for what is soon to come.

Week 10 (Oct 16 – 20)


This week seemed so laid back.  I still had to teach, but I think the pressure of having all my lesson plans in the West Georgia format was off my back.  I still taught the majority of the day and did lessons that related to my two week unit topic.  The students took the post test Monday and the majority of the students did exceptionally well.  I had drastic increases from the pre-test to the post-test.  I was really excited about this, and it made me feel like I taught the unit thoroughly.  

I feel comfortable in the classroom after my two weeks, and I feel my teacher has more confidence in me.  For the last three weeks, she has seen what I am capable of doing.  This experience has allowed me to grow and expand as an educator through the experiences and the guidance of Mrs. Davis.  I am so grateful to have a wonderful teacher who guides, supports, and teaches me new and exciting ways to teach!


It is going to be difficult to give up some of my responsibilities.  I thought the first part of my internship was going to be difficult, but I really have to say it is the end that is difficult.  Hello is much easier than goodbye!  There are only a few more weeks, but still a lot to learn!
Week 11 (Oct 23 – 27)

This week was a little short.  Thursday we had InTech class so I was not at the school, and Friday I had a teacher interview.  The days that I was there I continued to lead/direct morning work and morning routines.  I also taught reading and language to both am and pm groups.  Only it was one lesson to each group.  It is getting harder and harder to step out.  When I turn the class back over to Mrs. Davis I continue to walk around and observe student activities.  I help direct students and their attention back to their assigned work.

Students were antsy about getting their report cards this week.  I have seen the distribution of report cards several times and it has been different almost each field experience.  At this placement, the report card is sent home in a large manila folder and is to be returned in this folder the following day.  Also, this week was Red Ribbon Week.  Students had several activities to attend and projects to complete for this.  There is so much stuff that goes on at school besides reading, writing, and arithmetic.  The posters and illustrations students completed were placed among the school.  Students really enjoyed seeing their work displayed.
Week 12 (Oct 30 – Nov 3)


Remind me to be sick on the week of Halloween!  Monday was good but there was lots going on at the school, and the kids were pumped about Halloween.  I got to hear all about costumes and the types of candy they wanted to receive.  We also did Think-or-No Treat for the students on Monday.  Think-or-No Treat is where the students go to math, reading, and language arts centers around the room.  Once students complete a center, they must have a teacher or parent check their work.  If their work is correct they get a piece of candy.  This was a cute idea that could be alternated for other holidays; I will use this idea in my own classroom.

Tuesday was crazy and the students were psyched for that night.  Some actually brought their mask/costumes to school to show me.  They were pretty interesting!  Two hours before school was out my kids starting going bonkers.  This was a first for me.  I was tired at the end of the day, and prayed for Wednesday to be better.  Wednesday was a little better, but most of the kids were on a sugar high.  They wanted to eat it continuously in class; we let them enjoy it during recess.  


I continued teaching and two of my big lessons were Inferencing Charades and Dia de los Muertos vs. Halloween.  Students appeared to really enjoy both of these lessons.  These were moving lessons which helped considering the week!  Also this week we had an all A’s assemble, which student teachers had to help supervise.  It was interesting to watch, help, and direct.  Toward the end of the week we had the school book fair.  Students got to make a Christmas Wish List from the book fair.  I also saw some books that I wanted for my future classroom!  
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