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Literacy Practices and Observations

School Library

At Sharp Creek, they have a trailer the size of a classroom filled with all types of books.  They have big books, guided reading books, books on cassette, teacher books, trade books, and many more.  They have a large range of books to pick from, and the selections in the trailer are just for the teachers.  I was really impressed with the “Book Trailer”.  I was told they have people from other counties to come and see how their book mobile is set up.  It is very impressive!

The school library has a wide selection of books too.  The students are allowed to go once they have completed an AR test on the book they just finished reading.  All the books are labeled with colored stickers to indicate the reading level of the book.  This also helps students find books they can read and locate.  This library has a wide selection of genres on all grade levels.  The books go past the fifth grade reading level, which is beneficial to the students who are above their reading (especially some fifth graders who are reading on a seventh to eighth grade reading level).
Classroom Library

In each classroom there is a reading loft.  This gives the students and teachers more room in the classroom.  In the top part of the loft is the reading book shelf with books, carpet, pillows, and beanbag chairs.  The students really seem to enjoy the reading loft.  Underneath the loft are two computers.  Students are allowed to play literacy and math games; they also take their AR test on these computers.

My class has a few sets of dictionaries.  There appear to be enough for almost every student in the class.  Students refer to them frequently; I would see students get up, look for a word, and then return the book back to its usual location.
Environmental Print

There was lots of environment print in my classroom.  There was the Daily Agenda, Classroom Expectations, “Proper Way to Label your Paper”, and a number line over the dry erase board.  The bulletin board was loaded with information from social studies, science, language arts, and math.  The social studies section showed and label the southern colonies.  Science discussed simple machines and showed detail pictures.  The language arts section was filled with Mountain Language Arts materials along with a section on linking and action verbs.  On the cabinet wall were the class graphs.  The students did classroom surveys and then created large colorful bar graphs to display the gathered data.  They were very nice looking.  Also posted in the room was the usual monthly calendar, except this one was in Spanish.  I really liked the idea of this type of incorporation.
Reading Series

My classroom uses a variety of reading series.  All of their core subject books are from a series, and the whole grade level uses these books.  Their math book comes from the Harcourt Brace series, along with their social studies book.  Their science book is in the Harcourt Brace series, but is the Georgia Edition.  The class’ reading and handwriting book is from the Scott Foresman series.  Lastly, their language art books come from the Silver Burdett Ginn series.  I really like the Harcourt Brace books.  They are very informational and easy for the students to use, especially as a reference book.

Instructional Management of the Literacy Program

Groups and Changing:

I observed homogeneous groups and they occasionally change; it depends on how fast the student advances.  When they started school the students were assessed by DAR and STAR Testing and then placed into their groups.  The students know what groups they are in and they are aware when others move/change groups.  My teacher occasionally looks at their AR test to see their reading level; if they have progressed she will move them up to a higher reading group.  The students are continuously trying to improve their scores.  In their centers, they are grouped in heterogeneous groups; there are students on all different reading levels in one center.  They do listening centers where they listen to books on cassette, and I feel the lower level readers enjoy this the most because they are hearing books that the more advanced readers are reading.  They are also involved in a guided reading center which changes the group members depending on the rotation of the center.  I feel there is a balance with the homogeneous and heterogeneous groups in our classroom.  The centers really play a key role in this.  
Materials:

My students use a variety of books in their classroom.  They have books on tape, which they do in the Listening Center.  They use Weekly Readers or books from a series, which is done in the Guided Reading Center.  They use daily newspapers on a regular basis.  My teacher will read an article, type up some questions which come from the reading, and the students read the article and answer the questions.  I think this is a great way to keep students updated on world issues.  The latest one completed was the article on Coretta Scott King, which ties into their study of Black History Month.  They are also allowed to get online and do some reading activities.  
Strategies:

When reading aloud, my teacher uses the method of “popcorn”.  The teacher may call on another student to read, or the student reading my pick a classmate to resume reading.  If the class is doing guided reading, she will tap the table quietly in front of them.  This is their cue to begin reading where the other student left off.  Students seem to prefer the “popcorn” method; they are always asking if we are going to do “popcorn”.  Other than these two methods, I have not observed any others.

Assessments:

My class takes AR test on the classroom computers or the school libraries computers.  They print out their points at the end of the week.  My teacher has a point requirement at the end of the week, and the points build on one another.  For example, if they have fifteen points at week twelve then they need to have fifteen points by week thirteen.  I like this method of assessment, but then again I do not.  Some students take advantage of this; they will try to take as many AR test as they can to get ahead, and they do not read.  Other students will watch the movie and then come and try to take the AR test on the book; Harry Potter is a perfect example of this.  Students can get several points on just this one book and never have to crack the book.  I have had a couple of students do this.  Students are also assessed by the STAR test, which influence the reading group they go into.

Affective Dimensions of the Literacy Program
Teacher Read-Alouds:

Teacher Read-Alouds do occur in my classroom.  The teacher will select a chapter book and read it before recess and during the ten minute gap between science and social studies.  She will also read the book if there is extra time at the end of the day, right before release time.  For read-alouds she does a bulletin board called “Oh the Places We’ll Go!  Books Read Aloud by Ms. S”.  This bulletin board includes a map of the United States, book titles, and authors.  The class will try to figure out the location of the story by listening to the story.  Once they think they have figured out the location/setting of the book, students will discuss it with the teacher.  If they get the setting/location correct, they write the title of the book along with the author on a strip of paper, place it on the bulletin board, and then they use a string to connect the title to the state.  They call this mapping; they are mapping their books.  I think is a great way to learn about the setting of a book, to get students involved/listening, and to learn about world geography.  The students really seem to enjoy this and they are very attentive during read-alouds.
Time for Independent Reading:

My students are giving plenty of time for independent reading, and it is done throughout the day.  Once students finish their morning work, they are to get out their AR books and read it quietly.  Later on during the day, students move/group up into centers; these centers provide plenty of opportunities for reading.  The centers are Guided Reading, Independent Reading, Listening, CRCT Online Practice/Geo-Math and Geo-Science, News for Kids, and Dictionary Skills Chart.  During Independent Reading Center, students get to read a book of their choice.  They can read their book in the reading loft or in some other location of the room.  During Listening Center students listen to a book, they chose, on cassette and follow along.  In the CRCT Online Practice and Geo-Math/Geo-Science centers students read the screens and answer several questions that contain a reading passage.  I did not think students would enjoy this center, but they do; they love being on the computers.  In the News for Kids center, students read quietly the newspaper articles and answer questions.  Most all of these centers provide students with opportunities to read independently, and they really appear to enjoy doing these centers.

Motivation and/or Reward Programs:

Sharp Creek Elementary rewards their students the same way as most other Carroll County Schools.  They do AR points, which at the end of every nine weeks students must have reach a set number of points.  If students have achieved the required number of points then they will be allowed to participate in a school party.  They get excited about this because they are not with the same students and they get to see their siblings and friends.

Sharp Creek also does Book-It.  Students must read twenty five books in a month, and if they do this then they receive a free pizza from Pizza Hut.  Students can receive free Six Flag tickets too.  They must have a total of six hours for one month; if they can do this, record the hours/time, and bring in the documentation form then they will receive Six Flags tickets.  

Sharp Creek does an interesting reading reward program.  It is called New Century Lab.  I have never seen or heard of this before.  Students go to the computer lab and read stories on the computer.  This program helps with reading comprehension, phonemes, and other reading skills.  If students do well in the program during the day, then they are rewarded with pencils, pens, sparkly pens, key chains, etc.  At the end of the semester, if they do well then they get to have a party.
Literacy Assessments

Teacher’s Literacy Assessments

My teacher’s main form of literacy assessment is the STAR testing, DRA testing, and AR testing.  STAR testing test students on reading comprehension, while DRA test students on direct reading assessment.  She really likes how the STAR test shows where the students fall on a grade level scale.  It also gives the type of book students should be reading.  In my opinion, this is an easy way to assess students reading level.  All teachers have to do is give the test, read the results, and send the student to the library to check out a book with a certain color dot on the book.  Also, the teachers can get the reports anytime to see how students are improving in reading.  In all my field placements these are really the only forms of literacy assessment I have seen used.  Students rarely all read the same story out of a reading book and then answer the questions out of the back; this is what I remember doing in school.  These newer forms of assessment seem to be more interesting for the students, and it lets them progress with no holding back.  

Text Placements Decisions

When it comes to deciding on a set text book for the grade level, Sharp Creek Elementary sends the team leaders from each grade level to decide on the books.  The team leaders go to the County Office, look through several choices of books, pick their favorites, and then a vote is taken.  The text book that receives the most votes will be the text used for the next seven years.  The old books are given to certain students in hope that they will use them over the summer to practice and continue certain skills.  Once the seven year limit passes, team leaders will head over to the County Office and the process starts all over again.
Chapter Test in Basals

I think my school has really good basal series.  I really like their science and social studies book.  They all contain valuable information that is presented in an easy to understand way.  They are occasionally used in the classroom I am in.  My teacher does not want the text to dictate the curriculum.  She prefers to use a variety of instructional tools, and the book is one of them.  She incorporates several of the books into centers.  The chapter tests are rarely used though.  She does use the math end of the chapter test.  Other than this [math], students do not see the chapter test of the basals.  They are assessed with other means. 
Report Cards

All of the student’s grades are posted on the report card.  The course number, subject, teacher’s name, period, and grade from each nine weeks are listed in this order going horizontally.  At the top of the report is all of the student’s personal information.  Listed at the bottom of the report card is the number of days missed and if they are excused or not.  There is also an area for teachers or parents can check to request a parent/teacher conference.  The program that Sharp Creek uses to do their reports cards is “Grade Quick”.  My teacher does not like this program because it does not allow them a place to put in comments.  She has to write them in; it does not look very professional and it consumes more time than needed.  She thinks it would be easier to put the grades in and then type the comments; not to have to look for the students name, find the subject, and then write a comment.
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