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This year’s field experience, to me, was the most beneficial experience thus far.  I truly enjoyed it and learned a great deal about me and my teaching style.  I was allowed to do things that I have not done before; for example take role, put the graphic organizers and homework on the board, take the lunch count, field trip forms and money, and morning work.  These are things that are part of a teacher’s everyday job, and we do not learn this in college.  There is not a way to teach this; it has to be experienced on a day to day basis.

My teacher let me teach several lessons and mini-lesson.  She would ask if I wanted to teach this or that, and I jumped at the opportunity.  So in actuality, I taught more than the required eight lesson plans.  I enjoyed doing this, and I felt I played an active role in the classroom and the students learning.  Through this field experience I feel I have developed skills which are crucial to conducting class in an organized manner.  I also learned new, creative ways to make lessons hands-on and fun.   


I can still say after three field placements, that I want a clean, organized classroom.  I do not perform my best with a mess.  I have learned and agree that planning is very important and critical for the students, their learning, and the management of the class.  After writing graphic organizers several times during the day, I decided that I really do like them and so do the students.  Graphic organizes allow students to see what they must accomplish concretely.  Routines are sometime, not always, useful and helpful.  They provide some type of classroom management, especially if the teacher is absent.  

I have also decided that I prefer the higher grades, more so than the lower grades.  I was very intimidated by my second graders when I started field experience.  They were almost as tall as me, and they laughed at me when I messed up.  But, I sense this fear help pushed me forward and helped prepare me for the years to come.  Once I got to know my students and their uniquely different personalities, I loved second grade.  At this level, they are more mature and have a hilarious sense of humor.  If asked which grade I would like to teach, and based on my experience up to this point, I would definitely choose second grade.   
During these four months, I was faced with many different learning situations and overloaded with feelings.  We had a student right across the hall to pass away, and I was not expecting or prepare for the emotions that I felt as well as the emotions of my students.  At the end of the day as I was getting into my car, I thought about the day’s events and the questions that had been asked.  Then I realized that there is no possible way to educated student teachers on situations like this; they must be experienced in order to be learned.  
I am grateful for this experience and 26 individuals who helped and encouraged me to get one step closer to my goal.  They were all different; different situations, different backgrounds, different personalities, yet they influenced and guided me in ways they will probably never know or understand.  I walked into that classroom hoping to touch lives, but instead I walked away with my life being touched.  I am forever grateful for those twenty five smiling little faces and one hilarious teacher.  
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