Main Idea 

Lesson Plan

Title of Lesson:  
“Mane” Idea

Grade Level:  

Fifth

Date: 

September 15 - 19, 2006

Description:

Students will learn methods for identifying the location of main idea in a passage.  They will learn and analyze main idea, supporting details, and supporting ideas. 

Objective:

Students will create a graphic organizer and read a story in order to help them locate the main idea in a passage with 80% accuracy.
Standards:
ELA5R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts.
f. Identifies and analyzes main ideas, supporting ideas, and supporting details.

g. Applies knowledge of the concept that theme refers to the main idea and meaning of a selection, whether implied or stated.
Assessment/Evaluation:

Students will be assessed/evaluated on the accuracy of their “Main Idea Paragraph Portrait” sheet.  Neatness and colorfulness will also be taken into consideration while evaluating.
Adaptations:

Allow students to work in mixed groups and provide time for students to discuss/share their work.  

Materials:

· Markers
· Crayons

· Six spots in the room that can handle a group of about 4-5 students in it.

· Pencils

· Umbrella

· Paper

· Lion Post-Its

· Glue Sticks

· Main Idea Sheets (attached to back)

Procedures:

Day 1

1. Pass out the computer paper, glue sticks, and lion post-its.  Explain to students that they will be creating a graphic organizer on “Mane” Idea.  Have the students glue the lion post-it onto the computer paper.  Have them write the main idea on the lion; he is the center of the graphic organizer.

2. Ask students ways that they locate the main idea.  Together, fill in the graphic organizer with ways to identify the main idea in a passage.  Use the umbrella visual (see note) to help aid the lesson.  [Note: Before starting the lesson, take an umbrella and pin the words “main idea” onto the top.  Underneath the umbrella hang the words supporting details/ideas]
3. When the graphic organizer is complete, have individual students share the ways to find main idea.  When discussion is over, have students place their graphic organizer in their language arts notebook

4. Pass out the page with the passage on it.  Have a student read the paragraph. 

5. Have the overhead projector ready and draw an umbrella on the screen.  Call on a student to tell the class the main idea of the passage.  When the student identifies the main idea, write it in the center of the umbrella.

6. Now, call on another student to give you one supporting detail from the passage.  Place the detail underneath the umbrella (details fall underneath the main idea).  Repeat this step about three to four more times.  When finished, have students place in their language art notebook as well.
7. Place the “Making a List” sheet on the overhead.  Together, have the students identify the main idea.  Allow them to complete the bottom part on their own.  Afterwards, have students volunteer to share their answers with the class.  Have them turn paper in for an effort grade.

Day 2

8. Take the “Group Location” sheet and cut it into thirds.  Staple one of the thirds onto the “Main Idea Paragraph Portrait” sheet.
9. Pass the pages out to the students and have them identify the main idea.  They should also be able to identify supporting details.  Once they have written the main idea and supporting details down, then they may illustrate their story.

10. When everyone has completed their illustrations, break students up into groups based on the number on their paragraph sheet. 

11. While in groups, students should discuss what they drew, why they drew that, and the supporting details they put down.

12. Once every group member has discussed, have the groups come to the front and share their pictures.  One student from the group should tell the class the main idea from their passage and one supporting detail.  Repeat this step for the next five groups.  

13. Pick up pictures and place in child’s portfolio.
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Read each list below. Decide what the best heading for each
list would be. Write the heading on the line.

1. Finding a four-leaf clover 1. Reese’s Pieces

2. Carrying a rabbit's foot 2. Snickers

3. Finding a penny heads up 3. Butterfinger

4. Sleeping with a silver dollar 4. Alimond Joy
under your mattress 5. 3 Musketeers

O,

. Finding a horseshoe

1. There are almost 2 billion

1. Loveland, Oklahoma children in the world.
2. Lovelady, Texas 2.1In the U.S., one out of every
3. Lovejoy, lllinois 1,000 children works.
4. Love, Mississippi 3. 1 billion children in the world
5. Lovepoint, Maryland do nof finish elementary
school.

4. Over 250 million children in
1. Los Angeles Dodgers the world are poor.
2. New York Mets 7 5. It can cost over $150,000 to
3. Chicago Cubs raise a child o age 18,
4. St. Louis Cardinals
5. Cleveland Indians

1. Captain Kirk

2. Doctor McCoy (“Bones”)
3. Mr. Spock

4. L. Uhura

5. Chekhov

Complete the list of: .
5 Ways Kids Can Make a Better World
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Read the story. Choose the phrase that best completes the sentence.

1. In the 1800s Benjamin Henry Day started the first penny paper. The penny paper
was a little newspaper. It cost only one penny. Boys sold it on street corners. The penny
paper told stories about interesting people. It also told some stories about how the world
was changing. By 1836 the penny paper had become the largest newspaper in the world.

The story mainly tells
A. who sold stories about people
B. how the first penny paper started
c. when people’s lives changed
Dp. when Benjamin Henry Day was born

2. Deer are the only animals with bones sticking out of their heads. Some animals
have horns, but horns aren’t bones. They’re more like fingernails. Deer have true bones.
Every year two new bones grow from the top of a deer’s head. At first the bones are soft
and covered with skin. Later the skin dries up. The deer rubs off the skin. The bones get-
hard. The deer uses these horns for fighting.

The story mainly tells

A. what deer like to use for fighting

B. how deer grow bones out of their heads
C. which animals have horns on their heads
D. why deer have fingernails

3. For years scientists have wanted to know the spider’s secret. The threads of spider
webs are so tiny, yet so strong. How can these threads be so strong? Now scientists have
found out. The inside of the spider’s thread is soft. It helps the web stretch without
breaking. The outside of the web is hard and strong.

The story mainly tells

A. who makes thread soft

B. how spiders make strong thread
C. how scientists make strong thread
D. why spiders spin webs
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4. Anold way of collecting worms for fishing is called grunting. To go grunting put a
pointed piece of wood into the ground. Then rub a piece of steel back and forth across it.
The worms feel the noise in the ground. They come to the surface, and you can just pick
them out of the dirt.

The story mainly tells

A. how to run a worm ranch

B. why worms come to the surface
C. how to get worms for fishing bait
D. how to pick worms out of the dirt

5. There could be a treasure in your attic! Did your parents or grandparents save their
old toys? Old dolls, train sets, games, and sonic comic books could be worth a lot of
money now. However, just any old toys won’t do. Collectors especially want toys that are
hard to find and in good condition.

The story mainly tells

A. how to find a treasure in your attic

B. where to get old toys

¢. how many different kinds of toys are in the attic
D. which old toys collectors want to buy

6. Dolphins are very smart animals. They even have their own language. They talk to
each other with clicks, whistles, and grunts. Scientists have been studying this dolphin
language. They hope that in the future, people and dolphins will be able to talk to each
other.

The story mainly tells

A. how dolphins talk to people

B. how smart dolphins are

C. how dolphins are different from fish

p. which scientists are studying languages
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