Lita Brown

7472 Discussion 2: Traditional v. Online Learning and Educating

Traditional Learners

Scheduled class
time/fixed schedule
Teacher guided
instruction

Learning occurs during
the school day, with little
homework

Has access to technology
(computer connection can
be slow, small RAM ok)
Classmates/peers can
have a negative impact on
students’ learning

Learners
Knowledge seekers

Intrinsically or
externally motivated

Online Learners

No set time/flexible
schedule

Modules allow students to
work ahead

Large volume of work
(possibly to remove
stigma of online school
being easy)

Must have access to high
speed data connection,
RAM must be large
enough to multi-task
various content rich
websites.

“Always on” distractions
can lead to extensive time
in front of computer
(school, work, play)




Traditional Educators
Knowledge disseminators

Scheduled class time/fixed
schedule

e Limited to technology
available at school

e Instruction is bell-to-bell
(possible tutoring)

¢ Fixed number of ‘sick’ and
‘vacation’ days

e Can address issues with

grades or classwork

immediately

Online Educators
Knowledge facilitators

No set time/flexible schedule
Able to utilize open-source
programs

Online content ‘always’
available

Can work from home

Time zones and conflicting
schedules can mean delays in
questions or group meetings




