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I.     Research Question: Does a nine-week course in Read 180 increase 8th grade at-risk students’ Lexile scores as indicated by a pre- and post- SRI (Scholastic Reading Inventory) assessment?
            
I. Background Information/Definitions
I. Reading. (2005, Scholastic Administr@tor, 5, 28A. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/199577894/accountid=15017. This article discusses the importance of reading for each and every citizen. Emphasis is placed on the necessity for literacy. Read 180 software and its purpose are explained in detail.
I. Archer, L. E. (2010). Lexile Reading Growth as a Function of Starting Level in At-Risk Middle School Students. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 43(4), 281-290. doi:10.1598/JAAL.54.4.6. This article defines reading and explains the Lexile levels. It explains how Lexile scores can be used as a starting point to assess reading ability. The author points out that using Lexile scores at the beginning of a school year or grading period, can help assess at-risk students’ reading ability and growth.
I. Johnson, G. (1997). Teachers in the inner city: Experience-based ratings of factors that place students at risk. Preventing School Failure, 42(1), 19. Retrieved from EBSCOhost. This article explores the characteristics that define at-risk students. The risk factors include things such as truancy, drug usage, economic status, criminal activity, and even teacher prejudice. The article provides data on student, teacher, school, and community’s views on what circumstances contribute to the making of an at-risk student. 
I. Farstrup, A. E. (2003) Adolescent literacy: A continuing and important priority. Reading Today, 21(2), 8. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/223416798?accountid=15017. This article makes literacy a number one priority for today’s youth. It especially places emphasis on the need to focus on reading during the middle school years. The author points out the need for systematic and structured reading policies during these critical years.
I. Pros & Research for Using Read 180 in the Classroom 
I. Stetter, M.E., & Hughes, M. T. (2010). Computer-assisted instruction to enhance the reading comprehension of struggling readers: A review of the literature. Journal of Special Education Technology, 25(4), 1. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/837350612?accountid=15017. This article reviews the affects of computer-assisted reading instruction for students with disabilities and for struggling readers. Computerized reading and text reading are compared. The advantages of computer intervention and computer hyperlinks for additional support are highlighted. 
I. Liu, M., Russell, V., Chaplin, D., Raphael, J., Fu, H., Anthony, E., & Urban Inst., W. C. (2002). Using Technology To Improve Academic Achievement in Out-of-School-Time Programs in Washington, D.C. Retrieved from EBSCOhost. This article discusses the results of a study from a summer program implemented in D.C. in the summer of 2001. The findings are that computer-assisted instruction was well received by both teachers and students, students seemed to be more engaged and well behaved while using this type of instruction, and the data suggests that computer-aided instruction does support student achievement.
I. Nave, J. (2007). An assessment of Read 180 regarding its association with the academic achievement of at-risk students in Sevier County schools. Retrieved from http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink?did=1383478481&Fmt=7&clientI d=30174&RQT=309&VName=PQD. This article goes into great detail about how Read 180 was successfully implemented in Sevier County, Tennessee. The findings show that Read 180 was particularly helpful to at-risk students.
I. Washington, DC: Policy Studies Associates (PSA), Inc. (2002) Final Report: A Summary of Independent Research on READ 180. Retrieved from http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/statehomepages/ntl_180_valid.pdf.  This report highlights three comprehensive studies on the Read 180 program and its effectiveness. The study shows that there was improvement in reading ability through the use of this program. In some cases, substantial growth. It also points out that Read 180 had a positive effect on reading attitudes. 
I. Cons or Concerns for Using Read 180 in the Classroom
a. Feldman, D. B. , 2008-10-15 "The Impact of READ 180 on Struggling Adolescent Readers" Paper presented at the annual meeting of the MWERA Annual Meeting, Westin Great Southern Hotel, Columbus, Ohio Online <PDF>. 2010-11-11 from http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p275335_index.html. This paper cites the Read 180 program as expensive software that did not yield positive results for this particular study. The author points out that Read 180 may be more effective if focused on the right target population of students. 
b. Lupino, E. (2005). Taking Place: The Teacher in Reading. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 49(1), 4-10. Retrieved from EBSCOhost. The author goes into detail about the Read 180 program in this article. While she finds that Read 180 is an effective program, she insists that the program alone is not enough and that reading teachers must still play a vital role in preparing students to read.
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