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	Instructor Name(s): 


	Kristen Honaker’s

Photography Technology-Infused 
Lesson Plan 



	Lesson Title:

	Introduction to Digital Photography & Pixlr

	Grade Level/ 

Subject Area:

	Grade 7: Computer Connections

	Student Profile
	Number of Students: 10 at-risk students (alternative school)

	
	Number of Students with Special Needs: 2 with IEPs (provide both verbal and written directions)

	
	Area of Specialties: Students are already familiar with PowerPoint

	Performance Objectives:


	Students will:
· Be able to identify basic photography terms

· Use Pixlr to crop and apply filters to digital photographs

· Share photographs via PowerPoint presentation
· Identify examples of field of depth and rule of thirds

 

	Curricular Connections: (IEP/Local or National Standards)


	NETS 1:  Creativity and Innovation – Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct, knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology.
MSBCS-BCSII-7: The student will utilize presentation/multimedia software.
MSBCS-BCSII-9: The student will utilize desktop publishing software.
MSBCS-BCSI-6: Students will utilize the Internet as a resource. 
CTAE-FS-3 Communications: Learners use various communication skills in expressing and

interpreting information.


	Assessment: (Instruments used and other evaluative techniques)


	Pre & Post Test (includes student survey), Teacher Rubric, Teacher observations, Student PowerPoint presentations

	Technology Connections:
(Type of technology used for class such as digital camera, computer, keyboard, editing software) 

	Computer, keyboard, mouse, www.pixlr.com, digital photographs (provided by teacher), PowerPoint, Synchroneyes, television (used for displaying projects), http://quizlet.com/4776958/photo-terms-flash-cards/ 

	Materials:
(All instructional materials used for class including rubrics) 


	Pre-test, post-test, instructional handout for project, Pixlr videos, digital camera, rubric
Teacher prep materials:

1) our class book – Complete Digital Photography – Ben Long

2) same websites as below


	Related URLs: (minimum of 5 required)


	www.pixlr.com
http://www.ducksters.com/hobbies/photographyterms.php 

www.ryancummings.com/slcc/Documents/art1050/.../Color%20Theory.doc 
http://www.easyphotography.info/digital-camera-photography-vocabulary-terms-lingo.htm 
http://www.digital-photography-school.com/rule-of-thirds
http://ictpublish.com/pixlr/
http://esdev.net/depth-of-field-examples/ 
http://quizlet.com/4776958/photo-terms-flash-cards/ 

	Procedures: (e.g., whole group, small group, cooperative, individual) 
Describe in sufficient detail so a substitute teacher could follow

	1. Students take pre-test/self assessment.
2. Students review new vocabulary terms through flash cards created on www.quizlet.com. 
3. Teacher makes digital photographs available to students.

4. Students choose 5 photographs to work with. Students may choose to work with only one photo if desired.

5. Teacher uses Synchroneyes to broadcast demonstration of basic Pixlr features including uploading, saving, cropping, and adding filters.
6. Teacher shares examples of depth of field and rule of thirds.

7. Students complete Pixlr assignment. (see handout)

8. Students create PowerPoint presentation using Pixlr assignment. (see handout)

9. Teacher makes all presentations available for viewing on the classroom TV. Class is encouraged to comment and discuss presentations.

10. Students are given time to review their vocabulary terms.

11. Students take post-test/self assessment.

	Classroom Management:


	Technology Management: (explain how technology is distributed and used for instruction and/or evaluative purposes)

1. Teacher explains vocabulary terms, provides online flashcards for students, and examples of depth of field and rule of thirds.

2. Teacher makes digital photographs available to students.

3. Teacher provides help with Pixlr and PowerPoint presentations.

4. Teacher displays projects on television in the classroom. 
5. Teacher encourages discussion and dialogue while class observes presentations.



	
	Instructional Groups: (explain how technology is used for individual and/or grouping  purposes)

1. Students will choose pictures from the ones provided.

2. Students work individually to make changes to their photographs; however, helping each other in the process is encouraged.

3. Students create a PowerPoint presentation to display their photographs.
4. Students are encouraged to give feedback and comment on all presentations.



Analysis of data from use of pre/post test with learners:


Students were given both a pre-test and post-test that consisted of ten fill in the blank questions with a word bank to choose from. I also had them evaluate themselves on their ability to take digital pictures, edit pictures, and their knowledge of photography terms. The pre-test and the post-test were the same. We discussed vocabulary terms, and the students reviewed the terms on www.quizlet.com before the post-test. 


Here are the results:

· The class average on the pre-test was an 8. (yes, an 8)

· The class average after the post-test was a 62. (even though this is a failing grade, they made great strides)

· Students self assessment was as follows: (1 being lowest, 5 being highest)

· At pre-test time, students evaluated their ability to take digital photographs as a 3.4 (class average). This number remained the same after the lesson.

· At pre-test time, students evaluated their ability to edit digital photographs as a 3.1 (class average). This number increased to a 4.1 after the lesson and post-test.

· At pre-test time, students evaluated their knowledge of digital photography terms as a 2.4 (class average). This number increased to a 2.9 after the lesson and post-test.

½ page summary on the impact of the LP on student learning




I feel like the lesson was pretty interactive and that it had a positive impact on student learning. My students are often unmotivated and interested in most lessons. I tried to hook them with showing them the kaleidoscope filter. They really thought that one was cool. They enjoyed showing each other the different effects as they were exploring Pixlr. They were also motivated because they knew their PowerPoint presentations were going to be displayed on the television for the rest of the class to see. The students seem to have a better grasp of photography terms when we were done with the lesson. Prior to the lesson, I do not think they’d given much thought to the different aspects of photography. Much like me prior to this class, they would usually snap a picture or view a picture without giving it too much thought. Since this lesson was completed, the students often ask if they can go to www.pixlr.com when they are finished with their work. ( 
½ page summary on how the lesson went and revisions you would make the next time you teach the lesson.

I think for the first time implementing a photography related lesson with my at-risk students, the lesson went pretty well. They all participated and seemed motivated to work. They did need a lot of assistance from me, but they helped each other as well. We spent about 4 class periods on the lesson. The students’ PowerPoint projects were displayed on the television. They seemed to enjoy being able to see each other’s edited photographs. 


There are a few things that I would change for next time. I think that I would have them create the flash cards themselves—maybe computerized or even with construction paper. I also would really love for them to be able to take their own pictures. This would require my bringing in a few cameras and also a lot of patience as these students do not always behave appropriately when we have lessons that are somewhat unstructured. I also think I would have them spend more time exploring more visual samples of some of the photography terms such as depth of field and resolution.  I think I would create or have the students create a SMART Notebook quiz with the photography terms as well. I also think that I would have the students view the videos Pixlr has for tutorials. I pointed these out to the students but did not make it a requirement so no one really looked at them.
Digital Photograph/Pixlr Lesson Plan Rubric

	Objective/Criteria
	Exemplary

(12.5 points)
	Competent

(10 points)
	Emerging

(8.75)

	Student takes 1-3 pictures using point and shoot camera
	Takes 1-3 pictures
	N/A
	Does not participate

	Use Pixlr to crop a picture
	Student demonstrates understanding of how to use crop tool. 
	Student demonstrates understanding of how to use crop tool, but does not use it with intent.
	Student does not use crop tool.

	Use Pixlr to apply filters to 4 photographs
	Student applies filters to 4 photographs
	Student applies filters to 2-3 photographs.
	Student applies filters to 1 or 0 photographs.

	Display edited photographs in PowerPoint
	Presentation meets all requirements as indicated in handout.
	Presentation meets most of the requirements as indicated in handout.
	Presentation is lacking and photographs are not labeled.

	Student identifies example of picture that shows depth of field
	Example is an excellent choice.
	Example is adequate, but better examples were available.
	Example is a poor choice.

	Student identifies example of picture that shows rule of thirds.
	Example is an excellent choice.
	Example is adequate, but better examples were available.
	Example is a poor choice.

	Student can identify digital photography terms.
	Student got at least 8 out of 10 correct on post-test.
	Student got anywhere from 5 to 7 correct on post-test.
	Student got 4 or less correct on post-test.

	TOTAL
	
	
	


Pre and Post-Test
PRE-TEST FOR DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY LESSON

Directions: Choose the appropriate word to complete each sentence.


1. ___________ is the name of the color, such as yellow or blue.

2. ___________ indicates the apparent vividness or purity of the hue.

3. ___________ deals with brightness.

4. ___________ is the area around the focal point where the photograph is still in focus.

5. ___________ is how far away from the camera that the camera can have its point of focus.

6. ___________ is how clear items are in the picture or photo.

7. ___________ is the screen that is usually on the back of the camera that allows you to view photos you have taken.

8. ____________ refers to how many pixels a photo contains. 

9. ____________ refers to having or consisting of one color or hue.

10. A ____________ is the smallest area of a picture within a distinctive color (looks like tiny squares).

Self-Assessment

Rate your experience, knowledge and ability on the following. 5 means you feel are an expert; 1 means you know little to nothing.

Taking digital photographs


5
4
3
2
1


Editing digital photographs


5
4
3
2
1

Digital photography terms


5
4
3
2
1
Instructional handouts:
PIXLR ASSIGNMENT #1
1. Choose 1 to 5 photos to work with from the digital photographs provided by your teacher.

2. Go to www.pixlr.com.

3. Create the following and save each picture with an appropriate name:

· A cropped picture (file name: Picture_cropped)

· 4 pictures with different filter effects (file name: Picture_name of filter)

· Apply the rule of thirds to a picture (file name: Picture_rule of thirds)

· If you have time, please apply more features and save appropriately.
PIXLR ASSIGNMENT #2 – PowerPoint Presentation

1. Create a PowerPoint Presentation to display the photographs you edited in Pixlr. File Name of presentation: Pixlr Photos.

2. Use the following guidelines:

· Slide 1 – Title Slide – “My Pixlr Photos” (Use your name)

· Slide 2 – Insert picture that you cropped. Use Word Art to label this as your cropped picture.

· Slides 3, 4, 5, 6 – Insert pictures that you applied filters to. Use Word Art to label each photograph with the filter name you applied.

· Slide 7 – Insert a picture that demonstrates the rule of thirds. Use Word Art to label the slide.

· Slide 8 – Insert a picture that demonstrates depth of field. Use Word Art to label the slide.

· Slide 9 – Resource Slide – indicate that you used Pixlr. Also indicate who took the photographs that you used (you, Ms. Honaker, etc.)

· Slide 10 – if you had time to do something different or special with Pixlr please add this to the end of your presentation.

3. Put a gold star on the slide of your favorite picture in your presentation.

4. Apply automatic timings to your slide show.

5. Resave as: Pixlr Photos.

REFERENCES
Long, B. (2010). Complete digital photography (5th ed.). Boston: Course Technology.
Pixlr		hue		saturation		pixel		grain		monochromatic


focus		sensor		foreground		exposure	aperture	depth of field


LCD		filter		focal length		resolution	shutter		luminance









