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Overview


For my individual project I chose to explore the video bookmarking site www.vodpod.com. Prior to this project I had not used or explored the web site.  I just happened to come across it a few days before we had to turn in our project topic and thought it would be an interesting site to investigate. For the last three weeks I have spent some time exploring the ins and outs of the web site, as well as the limitations. Basically, this web site provides a forum for users to bookmark and share their favorite videos. The basic service is free, but they also offer an advanced membership for $24.95/year. I chose to keep the basic service. One of the limitations I found with the basic service through VodPod is that I could only have three collections or folders to organize my videos in. I really would’ve preferred to have more than three ways to classify the videos I selected, but I wasn’t sure it was worth the cost of an annual membership. The advanced membership provides twenty collections and the ability to import twenty of your own videos, as well as view statistics about your profile.
For the second part of my project, I created a short video using Movie Maker that shows some examples of word clouds that I created on www.wordle.net. This is an excellent free website that creates word clouds with different fonts, colors, and arrangements. It is very easy to use, and can be used in many educational ways. My students are currently working with www.wordle.net on different projects such as creating word clouds about countries in the Middle East and word clouds with the words “thank you” in multiple languages. The ways to use this tool in the classroom seem limitless. With the free membership to www.vodpod.com, I was unable to upload my own videos.  So I created an account on www.teachertube.com to upload my video on word clouds and then added it to my collection on VodPod. 

I feel like this project was a good experience as it exposed me to the idea of bookmarking videos and websites for professional and personal use. I think it would be fun to have students do some type of research project where they have to collect video resources to share with the class. This project also gave me a great resource to promote the use of www.wordle.net to share with my students and colleagues, and I also found some excellent videos when searching for items to add to my collection. I now have accounts for TeacherTube and VodPod which I am sure will be useful for my future professional and educational endeavors. 

Here is a list of my video collection on www.vodpod.com broken down into three categories:

Technology Advocates: (these videos promote digital and 21st century learning)
· Social Media Revolution
· Web 2.0
· Looking For Learning In 21st Century Classrooms - A leadership guide to supporting and coaching best practice technology use across the curriculum.
· Moodle Presentation [Version 2.0, HD]
· Educational Screencasts 006: Twitter in the Classroom
· Kesmit-ing: The Twitter Experiment - Bringing Twitter to the Classroom at UT Dallas
· Did You Know 2.0
· Did You Know? Remix
· Pay Attention! - Classroom 2.0
· Engaging eLearning
· A Vision of K-12 Students Today
· A Vision of Today's Students
How To’s: (instructional technology videos and tutorials)
· How to Use Teacher Tube
· How to Use SMART Notebook Recorder
· How to Use a Flip Video Camera
· How to use Audacity for Podcasting
· TeacherTube Videos - Object animation with SMARTboard notebook version 10
· How to Apply Custom Conditional Formatting Rules in Excel 2007
· Learn Excel from Mr Excel Episode 710 - Pivot Filters
· Inserting image into a PowerPoint slide 
· PowerPoint 2007 Basics - How to Open, Save and Animate a PowerPoint slide
· How to set up Skype and Use it in the Classroom.
· Google Apps in the Classroom
· Wikis in the Classroom
· Detailed Tutorial on Glogster EDU
Info & Ideas: (general information about educational technology tools and some fresh ideas 
· Creating Word Clouds using Wordle  **This is the video I created**
· What is a Podcast?
· Flocabulary
· About VodPod
· Blogs in Plain English
· Social Bookmarking in Plain English
· Twitter in Plain English
· Social Networking in Plain English
· Wikis in Plain English
· An iPod in Your Classroom Toolbox - SlideShare
· Moodle Presentation [Version 2.0, HD]
· Introduction to Twitter for Educators
