Reading and Understanding Historical Fiction

                                                                                                 
Date:  11/02/08


	Unit Overview

	Title
	Reading and Understanding Historical Fiction

	Focus/Essential Questions

What is the theme(s) of the story?

What are the elements of historical fiction?

What is the plot of the story?

Why do characters act the way they do?

	Unit Summary

Students will learn about events of the Holocaust while reading “Milkweed”, a historical fiction novel by Jerry Spinielli. Students will analyze literary elements of historical fiction, theme, plot, characterization (external and internal), character conflict – internal/external (character vs. man, character vs. self, character vs. society and character vs. nature), dynamic, static, flat and round characters and identify point of view.

	Subject Area(s): Literacy/Social Studies

	Grade Level: Sixth

	Standards

   READING: 
              ELA6R1 – student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary texts.

              ELA6R1e – Identifies and analyzes the elements of setting, characterization, plot, conflicts – internal/external. 
              ELA6R1f – Identifies the speaker and recognizes the difference between first and third person narration.

	

	Technology Outcomes: 

	Students will use internet
Students will format text styles, color, font, and size.
Students will spell check a document.

Students will insert graphics.

Students will create one or more curriculum-related multimedia projects.

	Learning Outcomes

	Students will:

· Be able to analyze plot of story. 

· Be able to identify elements of historical fiction.
· Be able to identify character conflict.

· Be able to understand characterization.

· Be able to identify point of view.


	Unit Implementation

	Instructional Strategies
	Grouping Options
	Technology Scaffolds/Artifacts

	Building background information.

Where is Germany? 
What would you do if you and your family were forced from your home and no one helped you? 

Read Aloud: Teacher will read background information about Adolf Hitler and treatment of the Jews. Students will view the following website as a visual resource:
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/media_nm.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10005143&MediaId=3372

	Whole Group Discussion
Individual Responses 
	KWL Chart
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(Print for each student)
Class journal- Microsoft Word – students will type a reflection of no more than five sentences in response to video clips. 
Journal will be reviewed at the end of class to help complete last column of KWL chart –What did I learn?

	 Preview the book.  

 What was the Holocaust 
 When did it happen?
 Who was involved? 
	Students will read chapters as assigned throughout unit
	Students will maintain a reflection journal to be used as directed after readings.

	Teacher will introduce Literary Terms using Power Point presentation throughout Unit
1. What is the setting and how does it relate to elements of historical fiction?

2.  Describe plot structure -  Exposition, rising action, climax, falling  action and resolution

    
	Whole Group 
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Students will create plot structure using drawing tools and clip art - Microsoft Word for homework. During the next few days of reading, students will fill in plot structure with events from story.                            

	3. What is characterization?
	Whole Group

	Use Literary Terms PowerPoint


	4.  How do we identify conflict in a story?
	Whole Group

	Use Literary Terms PowerPoint
Identify a conflict in your journal. 

	5.  Checking for Understanding. - Imagine that you are explaining to your children the things that happened during the Holocaust – complete the following Timeline activity. 
	Partners

Guided Practice (if needed)
	Complete Timeline Activity
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(Print for each student)

	6.  What is the theme of the story?

	Whole Group
	             Use Literary Terms PowerPoint


	7. What is the point of view of the story?


	Whole Group
	           Use Literary Terms PowerPoint

	8. Assessment 
	Individual
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	9. Culminating Activity
	Groups of Four
	1. Research Key players of the Holocaust such as Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, Joseph Goebbels, Oskar Schindler, Dr. Janusz Korczak, etc. Complete a project in the form of a newspaper article using Microsoft Word. Answer who, what why, where, when and how in article.  Include graphics, pictures, text and creative formats for articles. 

2. Create a timeline of six events to present to the class using the following website  - http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/bigtimeline/
Using Microsoft word, explain the causes and effects of each event.

3. Rubrics for above projects: 
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	Accommodation Options

	ELL / IP Students
	Guided reading with teacher and partner read. Work with partner to complete assigned work. (Modify work as necessary)

	Highly-Capable Students
	1. Read newspaper or newsworthy magazine (Times, Newsweek, etc) looking for reports of hate crimes, ethnic cleansing, violation of human rights.  Students will compile information using PowerPoint and present to the class.  
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	.

	Approximate Time Needed (for example)

	Unit plan is based on twenty days (four weeks) for 45 minutes a day. Students will be required to  read  2 – 3 chapters a day (depending on length of chapters and other planned activities)

	Prerequisite Skills

	None

	Materials and Resources Required for Unit

	Supplies:  

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed/change names as needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner (optional)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed/change names as needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Word
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Front Page
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 KidPix

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Excel
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft Internet Explorer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Inspiration

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Microsoft PowerPoint  -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SchoolKiT 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clicker 4

	Optional Technology Extensions
	


	Author

	First and Last Name
	Jossette Sherwood-Hill

	School Name
	Adamson Middle School

	Email Address
	jhill@clayton.k12.ga.us
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Topic: Holocaust 
Name ________________________________ Date ______________________ 
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Class Discussion Questions: 


 


1. Have you or someone you know ever been treated unfairly because of your 


family, background or culture? 


2. Each family is unique and special. What does family mean to you? 


3. What are the elements of historical fiction? 
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Fall  2008 


Unit Plan Assessment (100 Points) 


6
th


 Grade Literacy 


Mrs. Hill 


 


This assessment is to be written in the form of a letter. Imagine that you have to teach a 


friend about the literary skills that we learned while reading “Milkweed”. You are to 


choose five of the concepts and tell your friend what each skill means and support it with 


evidence from your book.    You may use your book – your examples must match the 


skills and please include the page numbers. Write in complete sentences and make sure 


that your work is legible.  


 


Please choose five LITERARY SKILLS from the list below to discuss in your letter to 


your friend. 


 


 


Setting 


Exposition 


Rising action 


Climax 


Direct characterization 


Indirect characterization 


External characterization 


Internal characterization 


Dynamic character 


Static character 


Theme 


Point of View  
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Literary Terms









Setting:



the time, place and period in which the action takes place.

	

The Bean Trees: Arizona/Oklahoma 1980s.

The Catcher in the Rye:New York, 1940s

Lord of the Flies: deserted island, the future.







Setting:can help in the portrayal of character.

“…it was so quiet and lonesome out, even though it was Saturday night.  I didn’t see hardly anybody on the street.  Now and then you just saw a man and a girl crossing the street with their arms around each other’s waists and all, or a bunch of hoodlumy-looking guys and their dates, all of them laughing like hyenas at something you could bet wasn’t funny.  New York’s terrible when somebody laughs on the street very late at night.  You can hear it for miles.  It makes you feel so lonesome and depressed.”

	The Catcher in the Rye (81)







Plot Components

Exposition:  the start of the story, the situation before the action starts

Rising Action: the series of conflicts and crisis in the story that lead to the climax

Climax: the turning point, the most intense moment—either mentally or in action

Falling Action: all of the action which follows the climax

Resolution: the conclusion, the tying together of all of the threads



Exposition: The mood and conditions existing at the beginning of the story. The setting is identified. The main characters with their positions, circumstances and relationships to one another are established. The exciting force or initial conflict is introduced. Sometimes called the “Narrative HOOK” this begins the conflict that continues throughout the story.

Rising Action: The series of events, conflicts, and crises in the story that lead up to the climax, providing the progressive intensity, and complicate the conflict.

Climax: The turning point of the story. A crucial event takes place and from this point forward, the protagonist moves toward his inevitable end. The event may be either an action or a mental decision that the protagonist makes.

Falling Action: The events occurring from the time of the climax to the end of the story. The main character may encounter more conflicts in this part of the story, but the end is inevitable.

Resolution/Denouement: The tying up of loose ends and all of the threads in the story. The conclusion. The hero character either emerges triumphant or is defeated at this point.











Character

The people (or animals, things, etc. presented as people) appearing in a literary work.

Types of Characters:

		Round Character:convincing, true to life.

		Dynamic Character:undergoes some type of change in story.

		Flat Character:stereotyped, shallow, often symbolic.

		Static Character:does not change in the course of the story.

















Characterization – the methods the author uses to reveal the personality of a character



		Direct: “he was an old man..” (The Old Man and the Sea)

		Indirect:                            Own Words and Actions

		Reaction of other Characters

		Physical appearance

		Own thoughts









Conflict

   Conflict is the dramatic struggle between two forces in a story.  Without conflict, there is no plot.













Types of Conflict

Human vs. Nature

Human vs. Society

Human vs. Self

Internal Conflict

Human vs. Human

Interpersonal Conflict







Point of View: Who is telling the story?

Omniscient Point of View:  The author is telling the story.

“The boy with fair hair lowered himself down the last few feet of rock and began to pick his way toward the lagoon.  Though he had taken off his school sweater and trailed it now from one hand, his grey shirt stuck to him and his hair was plastered to his forehead.  All around him the long scar smashed into the jungle was a bath of heat.”

	The Lord of the Flies  -  William Golding







Point of View



First Person: Story is told from point of view of one of the characters who uses the first person pronoun “I.”

“I have been afraid of putting air in a tire ever since I saw a tractor tire blow up and throw Newt Hardbine’s father over the top of the Standard Oil sign.  I’m not lying.  He got stuck up there. About nineteen people congregated during the time it took for Norman Strick to walk up to the Courthouse and blow the whistle for the volunteer fire department.”

	The Bean Trees  - Barbara Kingsolver







Theme

The theme of a piece of fiction is its central idea.  It usually contains some insight into the human condition.

		In most short stories, the theme can be expressed in a single sentence.

		In longer works of fiction, the central theme is often accompanied by a number of lesser, related themes, or there may be two or more central themes. Also can be thought of as the lesson or moral of the story.

		Themes should be stated as a generalization.









Resources

		http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/index.asp?grade=0&strand=0&engagement=0
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Multimedia Project : Powerpoint - Current Events of Hate 
Crimes, Ethnic Cleansing or Violation of Human Rights 


 
Teacher Name: Ms. Hill  
 
 
Student Name:     ________________________________________   


 


CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  


Attractiveness  Makes excellent use 
of font, color, 
graphics, effects, 
etc. to enhance the 
presentation.  


Makes good use of 
font, color, graphics, 
effects, etc. to 
enhance to 
presentation.  


Makes use of font, 
color, graphics, 
effects, etc. but 
occasionally these 
detract from the 
presentation 
content.  


Use of font, color, 
graphics, effects etc. 
but these often 
distract from the 
presentaion content.  


Content  Covers topic in-
depth with details 
and examples. 
Subject knowledge 
is excellent.  


Includes essential 
knowledge about the 
topic. Subject 
knowledge appears 
to be good.  


Includes essential 
information about 
the topic but there 
are 1-2 factual 
errors.  


Content is minimal 
OR there are several 
factual errors.  


Organization  Content is well 
organized using 
headings or bulleted 
lists to group related 
material.  


Uses headings or 
bulleted lists to 
organize, but the 
overall organization 
of topics appears 
flawed.  


Content is logically 
organized for the 
most part.  


There was no clear 
or logical 
organizational 
structure, just lots of 
facts.  


Oral 
Presentation  


Interesting, well-
rehearsed with 
smooth delivery that 
holds audience 
attention.  


Relatively 
interesting, 
rehearsed with a 
fairly smooth 
delivery that usually 
holds audience 
attention.  


Delivery not smooth, 
but able to hold 
audience attention 
most of the time.  


Delivery not smooth 
and audience 
attention lost.  


Requirements  All requirements are 
met and exceeded.  


All requirements are 
met.  


One requirement 
was not completely 
met.  


More than one 
requirement was not 
completely met.  
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Newspaper : Article 


 
Teacher Name: Ms. Hill  
 
 
Student Name:     ________________________________________   


 


CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  


Who, What, 
When, Where & 
How  


All articles 
adequately address 
the 5 W's (who, 
what, when, where 
and how).  


90-99% of the 
articles adequately 
address the 5 W's 
(who, what, when, 
where and how).  


75-89% of the 
articles adequately 
address the 5 W's 
(who, what, when, 
where and how).  


Less than 75% of the 
articles adequately 
address the 5 W's 
(who, what, when, 
where, and how).  


Layout - 
Headlines & 
Captions  


All articles have 
headlines that 
capture the reader's 
attention and 
accurately describe 
the content. All 
articles have a 
byline. All graphics 
have captions that 
adequately describe 
the people and 
action in the graphic.  


All articles have 
headlines that 
accurately describe 
the content. All 
articles have a 
byline. All graphics 
have captions.  


Most articles have 
headlines that 
accurately describe 
the content. All 
articles have a 
byline. Most graphics 
have captions.  


Articles are missing 
bylines OR many 
articles do not have 
adequate headlines 
OR many graphics 
do not have 
captions.  


Knowledge 
Gained  


All students in the 
group can accurately 
answer all questions 
related to a) stories 
in the newspaper 
and b) technical 
processes used to 
create the 
newspaper.  


All students in the 
group can accurately 
answer most 
questions related to 
a) stories in the 
newspaper and b) 
technical processes 
used to create the 
newspaper.  


Most students in the 
group can accurately 
answer most 
questions related to 
a) stories in the 
newspaper and b) 
technical processes 
used to create the 
newspaper.  


Several students in 
the group appear to 
have little knowledge 
about the facts and 
the technical 
processes used for 
the newspaper.  


Graphics  Graphics are in 
focus, are well-
cropped and are 
clearly related to the 
articles they 
accompany.  


Graphics are in focus 
and are clearly 
related to the articles 
they accompany.  


80-100% of the 
graphics are clearly 
related to the articles 
they accompany.  


More than 20% of 
the graphics are not 
clearly related to the 
articles OR no 
graphics were used.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Timeline : Causes and Effects of Holocaust Events 


 
Teacher Name: Ms. Hill  
 
 
Student Name:     ________________________________________   


 


CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  


Content/Facts  Facts were accurate 
for all events 
reported on the 
timeline.  


Facts were accurate 
for almost all events 
reported on the 
timeline.  


Facts were accurate 
for most (~75%) of 
the events reported 
on the timeline.  


Facts were often 
inaccurate for events 
reported on the 
timeline.  


Software 
Learning  


The student knows 
how to use the 
software and can 
accurately and 
clearly answer 
almost any question 
related to how to 
perform certain 
functions.  


The student knows 
how to use the 
software and can 
accurately and 
clearly answer many 
questions related to 
how to perform 
certain functions.  


The student knows 
how to use some 
parts of the software 
and can accurately 
and clearly answer a 
few questions 
related to how to 
perform certain 
functions.  


The student does not 
appear to know how 
to use the software 
without assistance.  


Dates  An accurate, 
complete date has 
been included for 
each event.  


An accurate, 
complete date has 
been included for 
almost every event.  


An accurate date 
has been included 
for almost every 
event.  


Dates are inaccurate 
and/or missing for 
several events.  


Learning of 
Content  


The student can 
accurately describe 
75% (or more) of the 
events on the 
timeline without 
refering to it and can 
quickly determine 
which of two events 
occurred first.  


The student can 
accurately describe 
50% of the events on 
the timeline without 
refering to it and can 
quickly determine 
which of two events 
occurred first.  


The student can 
describe any event 
on the timeline if 
allowed to refer to it 
and can determine 
which of two events 
occurred first.  


The student cannot 
use the timeline 
effectively to 
describe events nor 
to compare events.  


Spelling and 
Capitalization  


Spelling and 
capitalization were 
checked by another 
student and are 
correct throughout.  


Spelling and 
capitalization were 
checked by another 
student and were 
mostly correct .  


Spelling and 
capitalization were 
mostly correct, but 
were not checked by 
another student.  


There were many 
spelling and 
capitalization errors.  


 
 






