 Overview/Background of the Case

This case takes place at Washington High School in Atlanta, Georgia.  This high school, like many others, has a diverse population of learners and learning styles. The Technology Coordinator has struggled with ideas on how to incorporate technology into the classes where many classrooms are without the necessary computer equipment. The Principle, Mr. Brown has been trying to help out the Technology Coordinator by sending her to local workshops and training sessions with other coordinators. Mr. Brown was recently approved by the Atlanta Public School District to attend the workshop in Los Angeles along with the school’s Technology Coordinator, Media Specialist and Instructional Design Team. 

The training workshop that the group was eager to attend was called “Is social networking good for education?” which was hosted by The National School Boards Association(NSBA,USA) in partnership with the research firm Grunwald Associates LLC, and the support of Microsoft, Newscorp and Verizon. The main event discussed a data-rich survey collected by the Grunwald Firm dissecting social and education related activity patterns by students. The goal of the convention was to convince school districts that this new form of integrating technology using social networking sites, was in fact, very effective in the classroom, especially for the inner-city student. Mr. Brown and his team have returned to the Atlanta school with a lot of great information and data that they are eager to share with the rest of the school. 

Mr. Brown started out the faculty meeting with some information that he read from the pamphlet, “The data that has emerged from the NSBA survey leaves no doubt as to how important social networking is today for young adults and how potentially effective this could be if there was a synergy, rather than a friction, between the online social interaction drivers of the new generations and the goals that schools in general are trying to achieve.” He continued the meeting my stating, “We must teach our students the importance of using these social networking tools and prepare them for the businesses, as well as for the higher education centers that already use these tools for communication within a safe environment.”
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