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Introduction
    “Mrs. Smith, this is the best book I have ever read, I cannot wait to read the next one in this series!“ This statement is music to any media specialist’s ears. As a media specialist, I love to hear excitement in the voice of all my patrons. The best part of my job is when students are truly engaged in reading. I have the privilege of teaching students in Kindergarten through fifth grade in my media center. It is always fun to teach classes how to choose a book. I like watching their faces light up when they find the book they want and cannot wait to take it home to show it off. 
     If you ask elementary school students what is Accelerated Reader, most of them can tell you because they have used it at school. Accelerated Reader is a computerized learning information system designed to motivate, monitor, and manage reading practices among students.  The programs goals are to create a love of reading, provide motivation for reading, improve students’ reading fluency and comprehension, and promote independent and leisure reading.   Accelerated Reader has been in existence since 1986 and is heralded as “the world’s most popular reading management software” (Pavonetti, 2002).  Accelerated Reader was developed by Renaissance Learning Company.   There are three steps to using Accelerated Reader that help determine whether or not a child has read and understood a book.  First, a student chooses and reads a book while the teacher monitors their reading via independent, guided, and paired reading.  Second, students take a computer based quiz that was written by Renaissance. Lastly, based on the test results, the teacher receives information that is intended to assist, motivate, monitor progress, and target future reading instruction.  Reports regarding reading level and comprehension skills are available through the software.  Additionally, students periodically take the STAR assessment, which is another component of the program. STAR is used to assess a student’s reading skills, target the student’s reading range, and provide teachers with information about a student’s growth and achievements in reading. STAR reading assessments are usually given as a pre-test, mid-tem test and post-test to evaluate progress throughout the school year. (Note: The term independent reading refers to when a student reads a book without assistance. Guided reading involves the help of a teacher and includes two to four students reading together. Paired reading is when a teacher chooses two students to read together, both readers may read on the same level. Sometimes the students read on different levels and are paired in order to help one another.) 

     I taught for eight years in a school where Accelerated Reader was very important and was regarded as a substantial part of the reading program. I always assumed Accelerated Reader was a great program that worked well for all students, since we there was so much participation at this school. Last year was my first year as media specialist in a different school in the same county. This school did not participate in Accelerated Reader nearly as much as the school that I moved from.  I thought the reason for lack of participation was because my predecessor did not push Accelerated Reader very much. Therefore, I came up with some ideas to get Accelerated Reader started back at this school. I had positive feedback from teachers on reinitiating Accelerated Reader.  However, neither the teachers nor the students seemed interested in actually participating in Accelerated Reading, which really surprised me. The computer technologist for the school system sent out an email to all media specialists at the end of the school year asking how effective Accelerated Reader was for us at our schools.  She also asked if it was worth it to continue using Accelerated Reader or if the county should look at other options. This is when I began to really question the effectiveness of Accelerated Reader and the motivation it has on students.

     I have read many studies on Accelerated Reader. I have been surprised to learn that Accelerated Reader is not as popular as I had anticipated.  There are numerous articles that do not perceive Accelerated Reader as a good program for reading support. Although, a few of the articles recognized Accelerated Reader as a benefit to all students.  It is interesting to read the different viewpoints on Accelerated Reader.
     My goal for the 2011-2012 school year is to learn if the Accelerated Reader program is valued by students and teachers as a viable resource for enhancing the reading program at my school. I would like to compare lower grades (second and third grades) with the upper grades (fourth and fifth grades) to discover if one group of students enjoys the program more than the other group.  I am anxious to see how students and teachers will respond to questions about their feelings towards the Accelerated Reader program. 
Literature Review

     According  to Kathryn Solley (2011), Accelerated Reading can be an effective  tool to motivate students to read and improve their reading levels. When Kathryn was a media specialist, she began the accelerated reading program at her school. The school system where she worked had purchased the new technology, but did not have enough money to train everyone on correct usage of the new program. Kathryn requested training for the faculty at her school. The superintendent only approved for Kathryn to be trained and then she could have in-services to train teachers how to use accelerated reading. Kathryn states that accelerated reader is intended to be used as bonus points for grades only, never for grades. She also told an important idea that I did not realize about accelerated reading. She stated that Renaissance suggests that if students make 85% or better to count that score as 100% and to bump up other scores. She bumped 80% or better as 100% and if students made 60% accuracy, then she bumped them up to 80%. Also, each time a student scores 80% or better on a test, she moved them up to the next level book. She even had a story about one student who began reading on a kindergarten level. She read with him and helped him take tests. She would give him lots of praise and a prize from a prize box if did well on the test. If he made 60% or higher, she would help him find a book that was a little higher level, not one grade level higher, just a little higher. She kept working with him, until he was reading on a third grade level. In order for Accelerated Reading to motivate students to read and to raise their reading levels, it needs to be used correctly. STAR Reading is another tool that is essential to aid in the success of Accelerated Reading so that the reading level can be determined.
     In a study of Accelerated Reader, Everhart, Dresang, and Kotrla  ( 2010), showed how  low socioeconomic schools in the U.S. along with schools in Scotland and England were measured according to implementation of the program. Schools in the U.S. were chosen according to high percentage of free and reduced lunch. The schools studied were 90% free and reduced lunch. These schools were also chosen from a group of schools who had applied for a grant to receive $5,000 in books for the school library. Since Accelerated Reading has also been implemented in other countries, the study included schools in Scotland and England. Some of the schools from the U.S. in the study already used Accelerated Reader to fulfill requirements for the No child Left Behind Act. These schools stated in their applications for the grants that the books needed to be Accelerated Reading books, because they did not have enough books on certain levels or genres. The study in the U.S. showed that schools are more likely to adopt Accelerated Reading to help improve reading, because of the No Child Left Behind Act. Schools feel the need for a program in which to fulfill the requirements of federal programs. The study in the UK schools showed that girls are more motivated by Accelerated Reading programs for the discussion of the books. The boys were more motivated by Accelerated Reading for the prizes and recognition received. The study overall showed that to show cultural differences that the schools need to be all one socioeconomic class. The study also suggests that a study needed to be conducted to show the gender differences of extrinsic motivation. Teachers need to manage the Accelerated Reading program better by using correct reports when observing students and helping students choose materials.
     In one article that I read, Cregar (2011), points out many negative aspects of Accelerated Reading. Many times, students are limited to reading only books that are Accelerated Reading books. Teachers tell students they cannot read any books that are not on their reading level. Students are become bored, because they cannot pick books that they would like to read, because it is not their level or it is not an Accelerated Reading book at all. Studies have shown that lots of nonfiction books are not even checked out, because only about 10 percent of nonfiction books are Accelerated Reading books. Another interesting point made by the author is that students often are forced to read books only on their level and the reading level is not necessarily their interest level. Personally I have noticed that lots of the books in my library that students would probably be interested in reading are never checked out because they are not Accelerated Reader books. The author also makes the point that confidentiality is compromised when the teacher tells them they can only get books on their level and announces the level aloud. Many times the students who need help with improving reading levels are the ones who do not earn enough points for the prizes that go with Accelerated Reading. When these students do not receive the prizes, they are even more discouraged by reading. The author encourages librarians to take labels off the spines of books so that students do not feel limited to checking out these books, but will find books of interest to them. She also encourages librarians to not use money to purchase materials for AR. Encouraging children to come to the library and find books they like is more important than the AR program, because AR has not been proven to improve reading and interest is of utmost importance.
     Several of the articles I read do not agree with using the Accelerated Reader Program as a 
motivator for student reading. I was surprised to find that most studies believe that the reason students 
participate in Accelerated Reader is for the extrinsic rewards. Students who think they will be rewarded 
with prizes for reading and taking tests discontinued reading as many books when they were not required 
to read. Some studies showed that students, who usually enjoy reading, told the researchers that 
they do not have good selections for accelerated reading tests. A few studies revealed that overall, 
students do not like the Accelerated Reader Program.  Several of the articles I reviewed.showed students 

felt like they are forced to read when using the Accelerated Reader, they didn’t like being told what they 

have to read. 

      In the article, How the Accelerated Reading Program Can Become Counterproductive for 
high School students,  Thompson (2008)  points out that struggling readers do not meet their reading 
goals.   Since they struggle with reading already, when they do not reach the goals set, they 
become even more reluctant readers. The author suggests the best way to motivate students to read is 
not with reading programs, but for teachers to read orally to students. She suggests choosing books that 
all students would enjoy. Girls usually like fiction books and boys like nonfiction books more. It is 

important  to choose varying  books of many genres. It is also important to choose books that are easy 
readers and call them everyone books. The author states that whatever books the teacher reads orally,  

the students will be interested in reading and will then read these books. Reading orally for fifteen 
minutes each day is important to spark interest in all students. Most of the articles showed there is no 
improvement in reading tests scores as a result of the Accelerated Reading Program.  All of the articles 
agree that students should never have grades taken for the Accelerated Reading Program. When grades 
were taken for Accelerated Reading, students did not do well. Some of the articles found that when 
grades were taken, there was cheating. 
     A few of the articles that I read, agree that the Accelerated Reading Program is a good motivator for 
student reading. However, this idea is different from most of the articles that I read. Some of the articles 
state that in order for Accelerated Reading to be successful, there must be effective teacher training. If 
the program is not used accurately, students will not be motivated to read. In one article that I read, Carl 

Harvey interviewed Malbert Smith  about organizing books according to Lexile measures and reading 

levels.  Smith stated   that books should not be organized according to their reading level Harvey & 
Smith (2011). When books are shelved in the library according to the reading level, some book will never 
be read. Students do not like their peers to see what reading level  they  are reading. They feel forced to 

pick only certain books. The students feel limited to a select few books.  The  consensus between most of 
the articles that I reviewed is that Accelerated Reader is not a good motivator for student reading. 
Problem Statement

     How Do Elementary School Students and Teachers Perceive Accelerated Reader as Support For 

Student Learning? As a media specialist, I would like to make certain that students are given the best 
opportunity to enhance their reading  skills and ensure teachers are provided with the best tools to 
support reading instruction to students.  The reason that I chose to research the validity of Accelerated 
Reader is so that I can find out if students really like using the Accelerated Reader Program and if 
teachers think it is a good program to support reading.  
     It is of great concern that schools allocate so little time to reading practice.  In recognition of this problem, various programs for in-school reading practice have been proposed and adopted in some schools over the years.  The Accelerated Reader program is one of these programs, and since there are drawbacks identified in some of these studies, it is important to conduct a study to learn if students and teachers perceive Accelerated Reader as a supportive program for reading enhancement. 
Research Methodology

Participants
     All second, third, fourth and fifth grade teachers at my school will be asked to participate in this research study about the perception of Accelerated Reader. All students in second, third, fourth and fifth grades at my school will take a STAR reading test at the beginning, middle and end of the school year just as they normally do. I will randomly select (randomly selecting a group of people from a population)  a group of students from these grade levels to participate in the questionnaire portion of the study, ”the purpose of random selection is to allow you make generalizations from a sample to a population. “(232) Teachers who are participating in the study will be asked to sign an informed consent. (Appendix A)  The parents of the students who are selected will be notified and asked to sign an informed consent (agreeing to participate in a study after being informed of its purpose, procedures, risks, benefits, alternative procedures, and limits of confidentiality)   for their child to participate in the study.  When the informed consent forms are returned by all participants for the study, students will also be asked to sign an assent (agreeing to participate after being informed of all the features of the study that could affect the participant’s willingness to participate) since they are considered minors. (107-110) Johnson & Christensen (2011).
Design and Procedures

      When collecting data, I will use mixed research (research that involves the mixing of qualitative and quantitative methods of other paradigm characteristics).  I will give the participants a questionnaire (a self-report data-collection instrument filled out by research participants) with open ended questions in order to acquire thoughts and feelings about the use of Accelerated Reader.  I will also include close ended questions “to ensure maximum comparability of responses.” (170) The questionnaires (Appendix B) will be given to all participants in the study.  I will use the student STAR reading scores as quantitative data.
Johnson & Christensen (2011)
     The participants will be divided in two groups, according to their grade level. One group will be comprised of second and third grade teachers and students. The second group will be comprised of fourth and fifth grade teachers and students. The groups will be equated (experimenter’s goal of constructing comparison groups that are similar on all confounding extraneous variables and different only on the independent variable)  in that they will all receive the same questionnaire and will all begin Accelerated Reader on the same date and will complete Accelerated Reader on the same date. The independent variable is the grade level difference.  The reason for the two groups is so that I can ascertain if students are bored with the Accelerated Reader program. Johnson & Christensen (2011)

Data Instruments

     A mixed questionnaire (Appendix B) was developed by the researcher for the study about perceptions of Accelerated Reader. The questionnaire includes open ended and close ended questions. The questionnaire will be given to all participants in the study. A due date will be given to the participants for completing the questionnaire.  A Likert Scale (a type of summated rating scale) will be given to all the participants in the research study as well. (Appendix C) Students participating in the research study will be given the STAR reading test at the beginning, middle and end of the school year. 
Data Collection
     The questionnaires and Likert scale will be given to the participating teachers along with due dates attached. If necessary, I will send out emails as reminders to the teachers. I will call participating students to the media center and give them time to complete the questionnaires and Likert scale and will be available to assist them with any questions they may have about the completion process. The STAR reading tests will be completed in the computer lab during regular classroom time. All students in the school are given STAR reading tests. I will be able to pull individual STAR reading reports from the Accelerated Reader management program. 
Data Analysis

     Since the questionnaire that will be given to the participants contains both open ended and closed ended questions, I will use mixed data analysis (the use of both quantitative and qualitative analytical procedures in a research study) to analyze responses by the participants. I will consolidate all answers from the questionnaire and determine the similarities and differences among the responses. The answers on the Likert scale will be tallied according to responses. These responses will be averaged and used in determining the participants’ feelings towards Accelerated Reader. Next, all responses will be divided according to whether the participant is a teacher or a student. The responses will also be divided according to grade levels. Then I will combine second and third grades together and fourth and fifth grades together. Once the responses are combined, I will analyze the responses to find similarities and differences among the two groups. The answers to the questions will determine if students and teachers perceive Accelerated Reader as a good support for reading. 
   At the end of the school year, I will print individual student growth reports from STAR reading tests.  I will group the tests according to the grade levels. I will analyze the results from each grade level and then I will compare the data from the STAR reading tests with the results from the questionnaires and the Likert scales. I will analyze all results to see if there is a correlation between performance on the STAR tests and perceptions of the Accelerated Reader Program. 
Potential Problems
     Since the research study requires students to answer questions, there could be misinterpretation of the questions. Since the students will answer the questionnaire in the media center, the challenges may not be great.  The questionnaire contains open ended and closed ended questions, therefore the participants could give answers that may not be completely honest. When students take the STAR reading tests, they may not try their best on the tests. If this is the case, then a true picture would not be shown due to lack of testing reliability. The study will take the entire school year, which is a long time to get results.  Also, having an independent variable in the study could alter the results.
Proposed Timeline

	July 11, 2011
	Develop Questionnaire and Likert Scale to be given to participants in the Accelerated Reader Study

	August 12, 2011
	Meet with grade levels to explain expectations for Accelerated Reader for the school year

	August 15-19, 2011
	Student orientation to the media center and Introduction of Accelerated Reader for the school year presented to each homeroom



	August 22-26, 2011


	Students take beginning of the year STAR reading tests in the computer lab with their homerooms

	August 29, 2011
	Beginning date for taking Accelerated Reader tests

	September 5, 2011


	Meet with grade levels to randomly select student participants for the Accelerated Reader study

	October 3, 2011
	Send home letters to parents explaining the Accelerated Reader study. Attach consent form for parents to sign, giving permission  for their child to participate in the study.

	October 7, 2011
	Give participating teachers consent forms to sign

	October 14, 2011
	Give the students who returned consent forms signed by parents an assent form to sign

	November 28- December 2, 2011
	Call participating students to the media center to complete questionnaires and Likert scales

	December 5, 2011 
	Give participating teachers questionnaires and Likert scales to complete

	December 12-16, 2011
	Students take mid- year STAR reading tests in the computer lab with their homerooms

	December 19, 2011
	Remind participating teachers to complete questionnaires

	December 26, 2011
	Analyze questionnaires and Likert Scales

	December 28, 2011
	Print student growth reports from STAR reading and analyze

	January 23, 2012
	ALL outstanding questionnaires and Likert scales due

	February 6, 2012
	Analyze any questionnaires that have not been tallied and divide them into groups according to lower and upper grade levels

	March 5-9, 2012
	Students take end of the year STAR reading tests in the computer lab with their homerooms

	March 12, 2012
	Print student growth reports from STAR reading and analyze

	March 26, 2012
	Compare STAR growth reports to analyzed reports from questionnaires

	April 9, 2012
	Write report of findings from the Accelerated Reader research study

	April 16, 2012
	Meet with principal to discuss results of the Accelerated Reader study

	April 23, 2012
	Present the report and results of the Accelerated Reader study to the school improvement team and discuss results

	April 30, 2012
	Present the results of the Accelerated reader study and findings  to the faculty


Reflection
     The process of this research study has been long and difficult for me since I am not a writer. When I write, I feel like a sponge trying to squeeze out every drop. However, I have learned the process for developing a research study throughout this semester. I feel confident in carrying out this research study. I am excited to find out the results to see how students and teachers perceive Accelerated Reader as support for reading.  My principal and I have discussed many aspects of Accelerated Reader and have wondered if our school should continue using Accelerated Reader for reading support. I would love to show him this research study and the results. I appreciate Dr. Baylen’s help and support throughout this process. 
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Appendix A
Informed Consent
Title of Study: How Do Elementary School Students and Teachers Perceive Accelerated Reader as     
                            Support for Student Learning?

Investigator: Jennifer N. Smith

Telephone Number: (770) 304-7995
You are invited to participate in a research study that tells how students and teachers of elementary schools perceive Accelerated Reader as support for student learning. You will be asked questions about how you feel about the Accelerated Reading program. You will be given a scale to rate how strongly you agree with statements about Accelerated Reader. The study will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. You can take the questionnaire and scale with you and complete it whenever it is convenient for you. You will be given a couple weeks to complete the questionnaire and return it to me when you finish. Results of the questionnaire will be compiled with other participants’ answers and analyzed to find out how Accelerated Reader is perceived. 
If you volunteer to participate in the study, you may withdraw at any time if you feel uncomfortable or change your mind for some reason. You will not be penalized if you decide not to participate in the study. 
There are no risks in participating in the study, except that you may get tired of answering questions and rating how you feel about Accelerated Reader.

All information that you provide to me will be kept strictly confidential. I will not share any of the information you give me with anyone else. 

If you have any questions at any time during the study, please feel free to contact me at the telephone listed at the top of this consent form. 

Thank you for your participation in this study.

Agreement to Participate in Accelerated Reader research study
I have read or have had read to me the above study and have had an opportunity to ask questions, which have been answered to my satisfaction. I agree voluntarily to participate in the study as described.

_________________________          _________________________________________________
Date                                                       Participant’s Name
_________________________          _________________________________________________

Date                                                      Signature of Consenting Party

_________________________          __________________________________________________

Date                                                      Signature of Investigator

__________________________         _________________________________________________

Date                                                      Signature of Witness

Assent

Parental Consent to Participate in Research Study
Dear Parent or Legal Guardian:
     I am conducting a research study about student and teacher perceptions of Accelerated Reader and support for reading. I am asking you for permission to allow your child to participate in this study. 

     The study would involve your child coming to the media center with a group of students who are also participating in the study. Your child would be given a questionnaire to answer questions about what they think of the Accelerated Reader Program. They also would be given questions to rate how strongly they feel about certain aspects of Accelerated Reader. I would be in the media center with your child to help with any questions they may have about the questionnaire. Your student will also take a STAR reading test, which they would take any way with their homeroom class in the computer lab. The results of the STAR reading tests would be analyzed by me. I assure you that I will not share any of your child’s answers with anyone else. The answers will be kept completely confidential. 
     You are under no obligation for your child to participate in this project. If you give your consent, you are free to change your mind and remove your child from the study at any time without negative consequences. Also, your child is free to refuse to participate at any time without negative consequences.

If you are willing for your child to participate, and your child wants to participate, please sign below and return this form to school with your child. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at any time at (770) 304-7995.

Thank you in advance for your help.

Sincerely,

Jennifer N. Smith

Media Specialist

     I give my permission for my child to participate in the research study about perceptions of Accelerated Reader. My child will be expected to complete a questionnaire and a scale about their feelings towards Accelerated Reader. Their STAR reading scores will also be analyzed. I grant Jennifer N. Smith permission to analyze answers to questions about feelings towards Accelerated Reader and to pull score reports from the STAR reading tests.

___________________________________________________           _________________________

Child’s Name                                                                                            Birth Date

___________________________________________________          __________________________

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian                                                         Date
Appendix B
Accelerated Reader Questionnaire
!. Are you a student or a teacher?
   [ ] student

   [ ] teacher

2. What grade level are you in or do you teach?

    [ ] second grade

    [ ] third grade

    [ ] fourth grade

    [ ] fifth grade

3. Do you like the Accelerated Reader Program?
    [ ] Yes

    [ ] No

4. Are the questions on the Accelerated Reader tests fair?

    [ ] Yes

    [ ] No

5. Where is the best place to take Accelerated Reader tests?

    [ ] computer lab

    [ ] my classroom

    [ ] library

    [ ] any computer in the school

6. How often do students in your class take Accelerated Reader tests?

    [ ] once a week

    [ ] twice a week

    [ ] three times in a week or more

7.  Do you like the books that are Accelerated Reader books?
     [ ] Yes

     [ ] No

8. Would you rather read books in the library that are not on the Accelerated Reader list?

     [ ] Yes

     [ ] No

9. If I could change one thing about Accelerated Reader, I would _____________________________

   ________________________________________________________________________________

   Because, ________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

10. Do you like the Accelerated Reader program? Why? or Why not? ____________________________

Appendix C

Likert Scale

Please read each question carefully and circle the answer that best answers your feeling.

Please write if you are a student or a teacher and what grade level you are in or work with.

_____________________________________________________________________________
1. Accelerated Reader is a great program.
Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree

2. There are lots of good books in the library that have Accelerated Reader tests.

Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree

3. Accelerated Reader tests always go along with the book.

Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree

4. Reading levels improve as a result of participating in Accelerated Reader.

              Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree
5. If there were no prizes for Accelerated Reader, (my students) I would not participate.
Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree

6. I would like to read books just for fun, not for Accelerated Reader.

Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree

7. I do not like being told what level books I have to read.

Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree

8. I like to read all the time.

Strongly Agree                 Agree                        Disagree                 Strongly Disagree
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