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Introduction


This instructional design program has helped me master the knowledge necessary to be a successful teacher by allowing me to develop the design foundations of instruction. Through this class, I was able to not only learn what the instructional design concepts were, but the class also allowed me to actively interact with other students by creating weekly topic discussions and create usable projects in developing case studies which provided a foundation for future instructional planning.  The concepts introduced in this class were very informative for the classroom as well as for other business and organization settings. 

Question #1- Impact of Instructional Design Model


Many class assignments impacted my thinking about instructional design and helped create a foundation for my teaching and learning. The development of cases was one of the most important aspects of the class for me. The development process of reading the class textbook, web case studies and class discussions helped me to understand the important process of putting together several cases for my own use. I particularly enjoyed the fact that we were able to choose the topics from a variety of design concepts. The fact that we were able to work on our first cases with a group was a great way to learn from peers and acquire ideas from them. It was a nice way to gain confidence in the case projects as well, I have never designed a case before and this allowed me to develop and share ideas between other teachers in the class. As a new student to the design concepts, I felt that I was gaining confidence in the development process through this style of group teaching and learning. 


Another assignment that made an impact for me was the Instructional Design Paper. This paper allowed me the opportunity to research several concepts and investigate the benefit of each for particular needs. I have learned that the audience is one important reason to learn these tools and this assignment was excellent for discovering how to cater specific instructional design concepts for the specific audience. A first, not understanding the concept of catering to a specific audience, I felt overwhelmed with the vast concepts and designs. This project of researching specific models was a great way to learn that these designs are not meant to be overwhelming but to help cater to the specific needs of the design being implemented. The assignment emphasized the importance of understanding the learner and making certain that instruction meets the learner’s needs and interests. This has been helpful as I collaborate with teachers. I have learned to ask questions about the students so that I can create a lesson that will be more successful.

Question #2- Impacts of Online Discussions


Online learning is an important aspect of teaching and it will become more prevalent in the future as the technology becomes more readily available to all students. I am enjoying the aspect of learning online for many reasons both personal and professional. Personally, I prefer the fact that I can work from anywhere with access to a computer. I have found myself taking breaks from my teaching schedule and checking in on some class discussions. I think this is an important appeal for many interested in the online classes. The negative aspects of online learning are becoming less apparent with each class that I take.  I have learned that it takes a lot of dedication to be able to commit to online discussions. I hope to be able to participate more and get to know students on a more personal level for my next classes.


Professionally, the online structure was an excellent tool for sharing and interpreting classroom ideas , and communicating between group members for projects as well as sharing ideas and helping problems with technical issues.  I believe that all members of the class participated in a positive environment and all were professional and helpful with their responses. As a group member, it allowed me to work from home and stay connected through email and the Blackboard Chat Rooms available. I have also learned about the use of 3rd party websites and communication tools like Google Documents. 
The online environment for this particular classroom was very informative and enjoyable. I have learned countless things from the sharing of ideas about other’s classrooms, lessons, ideas of design and frustrations about common issues throughout the discussions. In reflecting of the value of this class, I believe that the online experience had a huge impact on my positive experience throughout the semester.

Question #3- Values


 The values learned in this course will be beneficial to me, as well as my colleagues and students through my implementation of the instructional design concepts learned.  I have read articles and shared in case studies on the requirements of effective collaboration with the community, staff, and administration to make effective changes within my school and department. The case studies assigned in this class allowed me to understand the important value of my school educational leaders and instructional designers. I have learned how to develop design plans that could lead to a positive change for my students with the use of my lesson. A very important aspect of the class is the ability to share my knowledge I have learned with other staff members. I hope to be able to create a collaborative environment at my school and help the staff toward effective technology instruction through professional development sessions for my Fine Arts Dept.

Question #4- Acquired Skills


 Many of the main concepts of instructional design are important for all learners, including my students and not just teachers and school instructional designers. I believe that the acquired skills that I learned through this class will be beneficial to my own students as they prepare for college and the work-place. This class was instrumental in building my knowledge about efficient design elements of information for all aspects of education. The key assignments required that I research case study models and create 3 case studies that will be relevant to any classroom and student. This class gave me a better understanding of how to teach students the steps of accessing, using, and evaluating information for their particular goals. The presentation of Case 3 in class was a great way to share the ideas from all students. I was able to take away many skills from these presentations and see how many teachers go about the same case from different points of view. This is a very important skill for all students and I plan on teaching these concepts through my lesson development with my classes.
Question #5- Challenges


Technical challenges are introduced when you are new to online learning. The school help lines were a major help at first in dealing with the technical aspects of using the new web site and Blackboard technology. These challenges were also addressed by Dr. Baylen with a specific discussion board that was monitored by the class. I have learned to read through the discussions posted to prepare myself for facing these challenges. The students in the class were very insightful with answering the needs of the questions asked and offered suggestions in a timely fashion. 


Instructional challenges were overcome in the same manner. As I mentioned, I have never written an instructional design case before and I was able to learn through the advice of my classmates as well as reading the samples suggested by Dr. Baylen. I have learned to create these outlets in my classes as challenges arise throughout the class and students need to be able to discuss them with each other. 

Question #6 and #7- Online Learning Experience/ Course Experience


This course prepared me to be fully responsive to who and what I am preparing to teach. The most critical aspect that I learned of any design is getting to know the audience. I have begun to make use of better lesson plans by implementing these elements into my own planning. I believe that this holds true to all educators, once the audience is understood you can cater to their needs and this will have a better outcome for teaching the desired lessons. 

Question #8- Future Designers


At first glance at the syllabus the class projects seem overwhelming and very difficult. This is especially true for students who have been out of the classroom for a while.  I would tell the future students to make sure they prepare themselves by fully understanding the required materials and to read through as many discussions and contribute to them. The most important aspect of the class should be the online discussions and the information many classmates share.  

Question #9- Reflections 


If I were to teach the course in the future I would prefer to have the students take more from each other by working in larger groups for all projects. I feel that this is also part of the fun of a classroom and a great way to learn from each other. It might be more difficult to achieve this because of the fact that this is an online course and technical reasons make this a difficult challenge. I think it would be a great project to assess and discuss some design elements we use in our own classroom. A fun project would be to critique a classroom in our own school and develop a plan of action for a case discussion. I tend to learn quicker with a more hands-on project approach and this would be a great alternative to another case study.

Summary/Conclusion


I have enjoyed this particular course and believe the skills acquired are beneficial to my classes and students in the future. Many of the challenges and skills discussed are examples of what all students go through in any given classroom environment. The goal is to find out new and exciting ways to challenge and design objective outcomes and develop a way to assess the students in class. This class prepared me by teaching me ways of understanding these elements of design and I look forward to using the skills obtained through getting more comfortable with these skills.

