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Interactive whiteboards are quickly becoming ubiquitous in modern technology based classrooms. In essence, they provide teachers a giant screen to display teaching materials by connecting a computer to a projector and allowing viewers the opportunity to see the user's desktop. The user then manipulates the computer from a distance by using markers with built-in transmitters or some other wireless communication device. A 2009 study by Marzano and Haystead found that using interactive whiteboards resulted in a 16 percentile point gain in student achievement (Marzano, p. 1). In addition, when interactive whiteboards were coupled with student learner-response devices which allow students to immediately respond to questions, a 26 percentile gain occurred (Marzano, p.1). Interactive whiteboards also can provide two additional features which increase student achievement: using graphics and other visuals to display information associated with lessons and using applications which reinforce  (Marzano,  p. 1). Clearly, interactive whiteboards are effective teaching tools, and the Mimio is an excellent option for schools considering implementing the technology into their schools.
What does the Mimio really do?


 Mimio is simply a device which transmits data via a wireless dongle attached to a computer that is connected to a projector. The image of the user's desktop  is then displayed on a traditional whiteboard or other surface, and users can control the computer from a distance thus changing what is being projected. The Mimio's main component is an interactive capture bar which connects to an existing whiteboard by using suction cups. Some users may opt for either the stylus markers or the Mimio pad to control their computer as they present material. 
What specific problem will the Mimio solve?


The Mimio provides teachers an additional tool to add to their pedagogical arsenals as they attempt to increase student achievement. By using a Mimio, teachers can add great depth to their instruction by incorporating virtually unlimited components to their lessons as they bring the computer and all that it has to offer to their regular classroom instruction. For example, rather than an agriscience teacher simply explaining the concept of erosion, he or she can mix that explanation with actual photos and video clips which will be seen by the students. Ultimately teachers can "enliven" their lessons as they provide students a greater sensory experience by including music, animation, images, video, graphs, charts, and virtually anything that can be done with a computer to the front of their classrooms.  

Why Mimio?

Many schools are using interactive whiteboards with great success; however, those require dedicated boards which are expensive and non-transportable. The Mimio uses a capture bar which folds up and can be easily moved to any classroom or setting and quickly attached to an existing whiteboard, marker board, wall, or any flat surface. Because of its portability and price, the Mimio is a much better alternative than a traditional interactive whiteboard. Teachers can even share the product or parts of the product. Some teachers may prefer using the markers or stylus pens while others may prefer the Mimio wireless pads which allow teachers and students to participate in interactive lessons. A maximum of fifty pads may be connected to one computer. Clearly, the Mimio is a considerably cost effective way to bring interactive whiteboard technology into our classrooms. Lastly, Mimio provides an excellent online user community for teachers to share lessons and activities. 
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