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I am currently employed as a Coordinated Career and Academic Education Coordinator at Lakeview Fort Oglethorpe High School in Catoosa County.  I graduated from West Georgia College in 1986 with a Bachelor's degree in social science education and began my career as an English and social studies teacher. Because I lacked full teaching credentials in English at that time,  I reenrolled as a post-graduate student and completed an additional thirty hours of English credits. In 2000, I graduated again from West Georgia with a Master's in Educational Leadership, and I am now working on my Ed. S. in Media with an emphasis in Instructional Technology.

As I reflect on my strengths as they relate to technology, perhaps my willingness to embrace change with an enthusiastic spirit of flexibility is perhaps  my greatest. My niche as an educator has been working with students from the lower end of the academic spectrum. Part of the progression of my teaching experiences involved becoming involved in the Applied English program for which I received training to transform my traditional language arts classroom into a more student-centered laboratory experience for students who would be pursuing their post-secondary education at community and technical colleges. Moreover, I was heavily involved in the National Tech Prep movement, attending a number of state and national conferences, and I worked with the local technical college drafting initial articulation agreements.. 


As a result of my training, experiences, and involvement in Tech Prep, I quickly became an "early adopter" of technology in the classroom. When I moved from academics to career and technical education in 2000, my awareness and exposure to computers and  technology broadened significantly as I began to work with colleagues in the department who have also been overall school leaders in the use of technology, especially in the business department and drafting classroom. In addition to having a relatively diverse workplace foundation upon which to hone my technology related skills, I also possess effective people and communication skills. In other words, quite often I am the person to whom other teachers turn when they need assistance with technology and computer related problems and learning.   


Even though I am considerably more comfortable and skillful at using technology than most regular classroom teachers, my weaknesses are numerous. First of all, I have limited exposure with using and incorporating the latest available tools into classroom learning environments. Moreover, I have almost no experience with a computer network system other than following very specific instructions to create student logins and assign them to user groups. Another weakness I have is that I tend to spend most of my time using software with which I am most familiar: Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker. In addition, sometimes I find simply keeping up with the pace at which computer related technology progresses and advances to be overwhelmingly challenging.

Clearly, my opportunities to learn and expand my ability to effectively incorporate technology based learning tools into classrooms are almost limitless. I completed my CCAE endorsement in 2000 through Georgia Southern University, and the professor who taught the course insisted that I should focus on teaching simple workplace skills, wear a lab coat displaying my name and title, and avoid incorporating computers into my program because "at-risk" students did not need advanced technical skills. I did not listen to him, and I hope to never reach his level of disconnect from the reality of today's students who are generally technologically savvy and capable of producing high quality work and accelerated learning when given opportunities to use technology in educational settings.


What are some of my specific opportunities? Hopefully by year's end, I will have an interactive Mimio whiteboard system in my classroom. I have already begun using some of the tools to which I have been exposed in my current and past semester classes such as Quizlet. I am teaching my students how to create digital stories using online resources. I plan to start producing audio and video files and distribute them through my NetSupport Classroom Management System. In essence, I can find many ways to use technology to help students meet standards. Perhaps my greatest opportunity is to share with my colleagues the tools and strategies I am learning as I pursue my course of study in the Media Instructional Technology program. 

Are there potential obstacles to my plans? Of course, the biggest of which is funding. Most educators are already dealing with reduced budgets and anticipate even greater reductions in the near future. Much of the technology available in my school is, or soon will be, outdated. Schools and programs are struggling with increased costs and declining revenues. In addition, time is also a problem. Professional learning and training for new technology and its implementation is often limited or does not occur because of both funding  and scheduling. Lastly, convincing all members of the school community of the potential benefits of technology can be difficult. 

Quite frankly, I am uncertain if my current position will be available next year. More than likely, I will have to move up or down  the education ladder. My goal is to move into an administrative position involved in career and technical education. If that plan comes to fruition, I will be able to  use what I am learning to help others become better educators as they work to more effectively use technology. On the other hand, if I return to a regular classroom, I hope to continue learning and exploring ways to use technology to increase student learning. Regardless of my future position, I hope to always see technology as an effective teaching tool, and even though I will never be able to stay ahead of the technology curve,  I hope to never lose sight of it either. Ultimately, my goal is to complete my current program of study, increase my awareness of technology tools and my skills to use them, and share my learning with others.
