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Considerations
1.What should be considered? Clearly the primary purpose of any multimedia product is to communicate a message or information; subsequently, the best are those which accomplish that goal, and the degree to which that communication occurred should be considered when evaluating. Secondly, the producer’s skill level is relevant. Expectations should parallel the available production tools and levels of technical mastery of the producer. Even though evaluating the level of audience engagement might be difficult, it is ultimately what determines the true effectiveness of any multimedia project.
Characteristics
2.What are the characteristics? A good multimedia project will incorporate the effective use of the following elements: color, text, graphics, sound/music, special effects, and design principles. Good products will create appropriate mood and tone for the topic and intended audience. These products will have “flow” or continuity. They are visually pleasing, easily navigated, engaging, and informative.
Classifying Characteristics
3.How do we categorize these characteristics? I suppose the above elements could be divided into the following categories: functionality, appearance, and content. Functionality is essential because a complex, confusing product will fail to communicate. Secondly, appearance will affect the level of engagement. If the product is simple and creative, it is more likely to hold the audience’s focus. Lastly, the content must be appropriate for the intended audience and delivered in an appropriate manner for that audience.
Choices
4.What should influence your decision? Does the product deliver a well communicated and appropriate message for its intended audience? Does the product simply deliver content, or does it actually engage and increase the viewer’s interest and understanding? If the product contains extraneous elements that distract and annoy even though the message manages to “come through,” it does not belong in the good category.
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