Stylistic Elements:

Flashbacks and Foreshadowing

Lesson Plan

Title of Lesson:  

Styling Stylistic Elements

Grade Level:  

Fifth

Date: 

October 2-3, 2006

Description:

Students will listen to part of a story and watch a video clip to help them understand  stylistic elements such as foreshadowing and flashbacks.  After some discussion and examples, the class will create a Venn diagram comparing the two
Objective:

Students will watch a video segment and listen to a short passage on foreshadowing and flashbacks in order to help them create a graphic organizer with 80% accuracy.

Standards:
ELA5W2 The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.
g. Uses a range of appropriate narrative strategies such as flashback, foreshadowing, dialogue, tension, or suspense.
Assessment/Evaluation:

Students will be assessed/evaluated on the accuracy of their Venn diagram information and topic discussions.  Neatness, content, participation, and effort will also be taken into consideration while evaluating.

Adaptations:

· Allow students to illustrate
· Work with a partner

· Reduced number of entries

· Inclusion of visual and audio demonstrations

Materials:

· Hula Hoops

· The Sandlot (movie)

· Pictures of Hollis Woodsby Patricia Reilly Giff (pages 1-3 flashback, 47-49 foreshadowing, 133-137 flashback)
· computer

Procedures:

1. Discuss with students that they will be studying foreshadowing and flashbacks, which are writing elements that give their writing style.  Go into detail about how to use these elements, why to use them, and how to use them.
2. Read a few passages from Pictures of Hollis Woods, and discuss how certain passages use flashbacks while others demonstrating foreshadowing.  Discuss the manner in which the author used foreshadowing and flashbacks.  Clue in on particular words, sentences, phrases, word endings, etc.  Explain to students that these are techniques that they are capable of using.
3. Next show a short video clip from The Sandlot; the clip where the main character flashes back.  Discuss how the movie clip demonstrates flashbacks.  Allow students to interpret how they could use flashbacks in their writing.
4. Go to Google and look up free piano sounds.  Find some sounds that sound happy, sad, scary, uplifting, etc.  Explain to students that music in movies can foreshadow what is going to happen; the movie Jaws is a perfect example.  We know that when we hear that famous sound from Jaws, the shark is about to appear even before we see him.  Have students close their eyes and listen to several pieces of music.  Ask them what they thought the song foreshadowed.  It may vary from student to student.
5. After students have an understanding of flashbacks and foreshadowing, have them explain and discuss ways in which they can make their writing more stylish.  How are they going to use stylistic elements like foreshadowing and flashbacks in their writings?  What will it do for their writing?  What will it do for the reader?
6. Place the hula hoops on the board so they overlap; creating a Venn diagram.  Students should also create their own Venn diagram on paper.  Compare and contrast stylistic elements: foreshadowing and flashbacks.  

Notes:
Foreshadowing is the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in literature.  Foreshadowing is a literary device in which an author drops subtle hints about plot developments to come later in the story. Each of these hints widens the range of possible consequences and maintains tension throughout the narrative as these possibilities narrow. An example of foreshadowing might be when a character displays a gun or knife early in the story. Merely the appearance of a deadly weapon, even though it is used for an innocuous purpose — such as being cleaned or whittling wood — suggests terrible consequences later on.

Flashbacks and foreshadowing are tools that we can use to add dimension to our writing. Flashbacks give us the ability to see into a character's past in real time. Foreshadowing drops hints of what may happen in the future. Are either one required in order to tell an effective story? No. However, there are times when they can add depth to our characters or suspense to our plot.

Flashbacks interrupt the current action of the story to show a scene from the past. As such, we must always weigh the advantages to the disadvantages. Are the benefits we receive worth leaving our characters dangling in time while we go into the past? If so, don't hesitate to use a flashback. If not, continue with your story line and find other ways, such as exposition, discussion, etc. to entwine the past with the present.

If you choose to use a flashback, you must tip the reader that you are leaving the present. This can be done with a transition statement such as, "John remembered the day his father died." Then, use past perfect ("had") two or three times to complete the clue that we are entering real time in the past.
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