Context Clues

Lesson Plan

Title of Lesson:  

Context Clues

Grade Level:  

Fifth

Date: 

October 10, 2006

Description:

Students will view a PowerPoint on context clues, complete an online activity, and a Columbus Day cloze passage.
Objective:

Students will view a context clues PowerPoint which includes an online activity and complete a Columbus Day cloze passage with 80% accuracy.

Standards:
ELA5R3 The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing. The student

b. Determines the meaning of unfamiliar words using context clues (e.g., definition, example).
h. Recognizes and uses words with multiple meanings (e.g., sentence, school, hard) and determines which meaning is intended from the context of the sentence.
ELA5R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts.
g. Applies knowledge of the concept that theme refers to the main idea and meaning of a selection, whether implied or stated.

ELA5R4 The student reads aloud, accurately (in the range of 95%), familiar material in a variety of genres, in a way that makes meaning clear to listeners.  

a. Uses letter-sound knowledge to decode written English and uses a range of cueing systems (e.g., phonics and context clues) to determine pronunciation and meaning.

ELA5LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions. The student

a. Initiates new topics in addition to responding to adult-initiated topics.

b. Asks relevant questions.

c. Responds to questions with appropriate information.

i. Responds appropriately to comments and questions.

j. Volunteers contributions and responds when directly solicited by teacher or discussion leader.

Assessment/Evaluation:

Students will be assessed/evaluated on their class participation along with the completion and accuracy of their context clues cloze passage.
Adaptations:

· Allow students to work in mixed groups
· Provide students time for discussion

· Set time aside for the class to share their work. 
· Create their own word, use their word in a story, and have other students figure out their word based on context clues 

Materials:

· Context Clues Sheet (below)

· Context Clues PowerPoint
· Cow Context Clues Online Activity: http://www.scc.losrios.edu/~langlit/reading/contextclues/intro1.htm
Procedures:

1. First, start the class out by showing them the context clues PowerPoint.  Discuss with the class what context clues do and how we use them to figure out the main idea of a passage.
2. As a class or individual, have students complete the Cow Context Clues Activity.  This is a short online activity that helps reinforce the concept of context clues.

3. When students have completed the online activity, pass out the Context Clues Sheet.  This passage would be great to use on Columbus Day, if in school.

4. For students who finish this passage quickly, have students create their own word, use their word in a story, and have other students figure out their word based on the context clues.

Context Clues

If there is a word in a sentence that you do not know, you should imagine that there is a blank line there. Then substitute a word that you know in the space. This word will probably be similar in meaning to the word that you don’t know, as long as the sentence still makes sense.
In the following paragraph, some words have been left out. Read all the sentences; then go back and fill in the words you think belong in the blanks.
     When Columbus made his second                          to the new                     in 1494, he sailed too far south, missing Hispaniola, and reaching Jamaica. He went ashore to find fresh water for his                         , discovered a lake within walking distance, and ordered his sailors to fill the casks with fresh                      . He knew it was fresh for he had                       it himself.

Student Work Sample:

http://www.scc.losrios.edu/~langlit/reading/contextclues/intro1.htm
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1. cubbyhole

Ihave always lived in cubbyholes. After moving away from
ome, my first apartment was just a cubbyhole in  large
ilding, Tt was no morc that &' by 12’ and had a bed in onc

comer. My second was no more that a large walk-in closct.

[y current one is about 10 fect long by 12 fect wide, but it at
east has two rooms.

Select the meaning of the word "cubbyhole'?
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The floors of the restaurant were extremely scuzzy. They were
covered with spilled grease, erumbs of food, and cigarette butts

Wihat are the clue words that help you determine the meaning of the word "seuzzy'?

Type the examples in this box:
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The floors of the restaurant were extremely scuzzy. They
ere covered with spilled grease, crumbs of food, and
cigarette butts.

Select the meaning of the word ' seuzzy'?
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Word Bank:
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