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The newest version of Open Office Suite (3.1) includes comparable programs in Microsoft Office 2007. The physical characteristics look more like the older versions of Microsoft. You can save to the 1997/2000 version of Microsoft Word, but not the 2007 version.  Word and Writer are the word processing programs. Calc is the equivalent of Excel. I don't use Excel that much; therefore, Calc would be sufficient for my uses. I do create collaborative spreadsheets with colleagues and was able to export the file form Google Docs into Calc. Impress doesn't compare to Power Point and doesn't “impress” me. I can definitely say that the graphics options in Microsoft are much better. The ability to edit images in the Microsoft programs are quite advanced. Open Office does not include an email equivalent to MS Outlook. The Drawing program is not even close to Publisher, which is what I am assuming is the comparable. Without a publishing tool in the suite, my teachers would want to purchase Print Shop, which with the many different versions can be a formatting issue. I don't use Access, so the Database would probably be sufficient if I were to begin using a database product.


Is the cost worth it? Our school feels that it is worth purchasing Microsoft Office. We purchased the new 2007 version this past summer for 2,000 computers. The pricing comes in three tiers. We opted for the second tier which was $54.00 per computer. This also gave us take home privileges for teachers. The third tier actually costs less but includes a service contract that must be renewed and payed for each year. I personally think $54.00 for software that includes six programs (Word, Excel, Publisher, PowerPoint, Access, and Outlook) is a deal.  That would be $9.00 per program. Our students use Word, Excel, Publisher, and PowerPoint. The teachers use these, in addition to Outlook for email. We are in a different type of situation than most schools. Our students are required to adapt to the school. If a student doesn't have the equivalent software at home, then they must stay at school to use the school's computers.

