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I. NETS-T

   1. Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity: Teachers use their knowledge of   subject matter, teaching and learning, and technology to facilitate experiences that advance student learning, creativity, and innovation in both face-to-face and virtual environments.
I began my program in summer, 2008 with MEDT 7472 - Introduction to Distance Education, where I used my knowledge of reading and social studies to organize and deliver project 2 – Distance Education Instructional Design Plan. It is an online mini instructional lesson that teaches students about key events that took place during the Civil Rights Movement (NETS-T 1: a, c).  My knowledge about distance learning was very limited and as a result of this project as part of  WEBCT, I learned the specifics for designing a lesson from start to finish that teaches students about civil rights, racism, and tolerance.  In this mini instructional lesson, students are engaged in real world issues as they examine the civil rights movement and how it connects to real world issues using technology. One of the projects  in the lesson is for students to create a digital scrapbook that includes pictures with captions reflecting people and events of the key events covered in the lesson (NETS-T 1:b,d). Additionally, online discussions with colleagues and my instructor served to enhance the learning process through engaging discussion relating to issues that surround online learners, instructors and the future of distance education.

2. Design and Develop Digital-Age Learning Experiences and Assessments: Teachers design, develop, and evaluate authentic learning experiences and assessments incorporating contemporary tools and resources to maximize content learning in context and to develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes identified in the NETS-T.

One way that I have addressed NETS standard 2 and the subcategories a-d was through the design and development of my own instructional web page. This is a culminating project for MEDT 7467 – Web Design for Instruction that I created during summer, 2009.

My web page guides students, grades 6-8, through learning about a literacy concept - the plot structure. I used Expression Web Studio to help students attain the skills required that promotes learning and encourages them to utilize digital tools to design their own stories (NET-S 2: a - d). Consequently, this website can be incorporated for small group and differentiated instruction (NET-S 2: c). Through online discussions and mini assignments, I was able to acquire knowledge that expanded my views of various topics such as delivering online lessons (NET-S 2: a, d). Upon completing this project, I realize that it is important to offer students lessons in various formats that aligns with content and has technology where students can self pace their learning as well as increase their technical skills.

3. Model Digital-Age Work and Learning: Teachers exhibit knowledge, skills, and work processes representative of an innovative professional in a global and digital society.
There are several websites available to teachers that allow for creativity and use of technology that can communicate relevant information to students, parents and peers.  During Fall, 2008 when I took MEDT 6462 – Administration of Instructional Technology Programs, I completed project 1.4 – selected assignment, where I researched the advantages and disadvantages of educators using Wikis by creating a wikis site to present the information (NET-S 3:a-d). I feel confident learning about new technologies and using various technologies to present information to colleagues, students and parents.  Additionally, I use a district wide website set up for teachers to convey information to parents and students.  The website also serves as a digital tool that helps me communicate with my students to complete assessments via the web where I can monitor their progress (NET-S 3: c).  As a result of working towards my goal of receiving a Masters degree in Instructional Technology, I feel that my skills have increased where I can better serve my students and colleagues.

4. Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility: Teachers understand local and global societal issues and responsibilities in an evolving digital culture and exhibit legal and ethical behavior in their professional practices.
An example of how I promote and model digital experience and responsibility is to teach students about ethical use of digital information and technology. There was an online discussion in MEDT 7467 – module nine entitled “Fair Play” where the online community was presented with various websites that outlined the fair and ethical use of digital information. I read and became familiar with the websites and the important information discussed on these websites in relation to correct way to use digital sources.  I presented this information to my students using a classroom activity that highlights what copyright means and the correct way to cite credits when utilizing digital sources in multimedia projects (NET-S 4: a, c, d). Consequently, my knowledge about copyright laws will serve my students in a traditional classroom as we move toward an increase in the use of technology for projects and learning instruction. Furthermore, I address the needs of diverse learning in my classroom by creating a computer lab station for small group instruction.  Students are exposed to student based activities and are responsible for monitoring their progress (NET-S 4: c).

             5. Engage in Professional Growth and Leadership:  Teachers continuously improve their professional practice, model lifelong learning, and exhibit leadership in their school and professional community by promoting and demonstrating the effective use of digital tools and resources.
I am pleased that I made the decision to pursue my Master degree in Instructional Technology because I have acquired information that has proven to be invaluable in the classroom.  I utilize technology on a daily basis to improve student learning and share my knowledge about technology with my students and colleagues. Through my course discussions, readings and assignments, I can make influence and share the need for change in our educational environment.  Presently, I am on the technology committee where we discuss new software programs and how to effectively use tools that will enhance lesson delivery (NET-S 5: a, b). In addition to participating on my school’s technology committee, I am looking forward to utilizing grant writing skills that I learned while taking MEDT 6462 – Administration of instructional Technology Programs. These skills will serve as a tremendous asset to my school in the pursuit resources required for the betterment of our students (NETS 5: c, d). 

II. COE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

        Conceptual Framework Descriptors
1. Decision Makers: The student should be able to demonstrate knowledge and skills when making decisions that will influence effective transformational systemic change.
            I feel that I can influence effective transformational systemic change because of the skills and   

            knowledge that I have acquired after completing a sample School Improvement Action Plan   

            in MEDT 6462 during fall, semester, 2008. This assignment forced me to look at my present    

            work environment for a specific area that needed improvement.  After carefully evaluating resources for our students, I realized that they would benefit from additional laptops to use as support to increase their scores on the CRCT.  After reviewing my instructor’s notes, I have changed the way I view my current worksite’s School Improvement Action Plan. Furthermore, the creation of this sample plan helps me to comprehend the steps required for an improvement action plan that can be implemented to make systematic transformational change for the benefit of stakeholders and the community. 

        2. Leaders: The student should be able to demonstrate effective leadership skills to   

         initiate and facilitate transformational systemic change. 

   Currently, I serve as a team leader for my team where we are responsible for offering a rigorous and challenging curriculum for our gifted students. An assignment I completed in MEDT 7461 – Instructional Design provided me with various research models that students can use to improve critical thinking.  I plan on implementing some of these models this school year as an extra resource for my students as part of their research projects.  These research models serve as a way for students not only develop critical thinking but also improve their research and writing skills. I feel confident that I will be able to share this information with other teachers who in turn will implement this information into their lesson plans as well.

  3. Life Long Learners: The student should seek continually to improve their  

   knowledge, disposition, and skills to influence transformational systemic change.
I learned about the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) in MEDT 6462 after completing an assignment that targeted professional organizations that provide information to educators, companies that develop educational software and leaders who influence the use of technology in the classroom.   Later this year, I plan to become a member of ISTE, a prestigious organization in the near future that sets the NETS for educators.  This organization has an abundant amount of information and resources that I can refer to as I continue to develop skills and knowledge required to use technology to enhance student learning in my classroom. Additionally, ISTE shares innovative ideas from around the world that provides inspiration for using technology in the modern classroom. 
4. Adaptive: The student should be able to demonstrate flexibility and strategic planning appropriate to a wide variety of learners for effective transformational systemic change.
One of the challenges an educator may face is to have the ability to deliver adequate differential instruction that can address the needs of all learners.  As a result of completing a unit plan assignment for MEDT 6401, I am aware of the steps involved to deliver instruction in an efficient manner to a variety of learners.  The unit plan utilizes technology for students so that they have an opportunity to increase their technical skills.  The plan also is a means to use technology and help students to reach enduring understandings and can be adapted to students’ various learning styles.  One thing that I appreciated when completing this assignment was sharing our plans through online discussions. It is important for me as an educator to be able to strategically plan lessons that enhance all students’ learning.
5. Collaborative: The student should be able to develop skills to work effectively with various stakeholders involved in the educational process that will bring about transformational systemic change.
There are many examples of how I acquired skills needed to work effectively with various stakeholders but the most challenging was reviewing several case studies and participating in online discussions in MEDT 7461. As a result, I am able to relate to various viewpoints and can work to create a case study in a group or with a partner. When I began the course, I was unfamiliar with learning instructional design by reviewing case studies, let alone trying to understand the dynamics of the case study itself. After having the opportunity to create case studies and apply the concepts of the instructional design models, I now have a clearer perception of the framework and how it relates to delivering instruction. 
6. Culturally Sensitive: The student should be able to develop awareness and understanding of individual and group differences when diagnosing and prescribing transformational systemic change.

When an educator thinks about systematic transformational change, one of the caveats is to be aware of cultural sensitivity.  As an educator, one must be able to embrace and teach students of all different backgrounds. One way that I am cultural sensitive is to teach children about different ethnic backgrounds.  For example, in MEDT 6401, when I completed P4 – Unit Plan, I based my plan on students learning about the Holocaust.  I will implement the use of this plan as a resource when I am teaching the novel “Milkweed”.  In MEDT 7467, in assignment 3.8, it centered around the treatment of the Japanese during World War II.  Another project which I completed in MEDT 7467, Instructional Design Plan, is directed to students learning about the Civil Rights Movement.  These three assignments tie in very nicely into the class novels that we read during the school year and prove to be invaluable as I utilize technology in to my modern classroom. 
7. Empathetic: The student should be able to develop the sensitivity for individual, family, and institutional needs that will embrace transformational systemic change. 
In order to embrace transformational systemic change an educator must be able to embrace and teach students of different backgrounds.  One project that speaks to this framework descriptor is a P7 - diversity project that I completed in MEDT 6401, in fall, 2008. The websites that I visited are a help to me when it comes to helping ESOL students or students with special needs.  As we move towards the future, I must be able to embrace individual differences and different backgrounds in the modern background.  Though online discussions, I learned about various resources that are available to me that I can use as part of my instruction to accomplish learning objectives.

  
8. Knowledgeable: The student should be able to demonstrate general knowledge   

            inherent in a liberal arts curriculum, advanced knowledge in content areas, and specific 
            knowledge in professional education for the implementation of transformational systemic  

            change. 

One major assignment that has given me confidence to motivate learning in my students is completing a culminating activity CEPD 6101 in Psychology for Classroom Learning. This activity represents an overall schema of several concepts and was created using the Gliffy online program. Some of the concepts that are represented in the schema are learned helplessness, extrinsic versus intrinsic motivations, strategic thinking, assessments, formative evaluations, etc.  In addition to completing this online schema, I relished the online discussions because we shared “war stories” about issues that educators are faces with in the modern classroom.  This scholarly exchange was beneficial to me because the discussions offered a tremendous amount of insight that I could use in my classes. Furthermore, I have become an educated consumer of education after taking EDRS 6301. I have the ability to analyze educational articles and apply the concepts that we learned in this class.  As a result, reading educational articles help to assist in compiling a research plan for implementation of transformational systemic change.
9. Proactive: The student should be able to advocate for the removal of barriers that impede lifelong learning and hinder transformational systemic change.
Success depends upon action and in order to ensure that special needs student have proper access to websites, it is important that people who create websites follow the protocol as established by Web Accessibility Initiatives (WAI).  This ensures that all web pages are accessible to people that have disabilities.  When I completed assignment 3.7 in MEDT 7467, I learned about WAI and how it works as part of a web authoring tool – Expression Web Design. Prior to learning how to develop web pages, I had no idea that this organization exists.  When I am creating web pages, I run accessibility reports to make sure that all content is accessible to all special needs children and follow the Web Accessibility Initiatives Guideline (WAIG). 

10. Reflective: The student should be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills in the 
             diagnosis and prescription for transformational systemic change. 
I have become a consumer of education after taking EDRS 6301- Research in Education and have developed a desire to understand the many issues that involve education.  I am now able to locate peer reviewed articles using University of West Georgia’s library to assist me when completing research papers or projects. Furthermore, I have attained the ability to evaluate the reliability of the methodology employed and the validity of the conclusion reached by the authors. Consequently, evaluating articles has increase my critical thinking that can help me 

influence my colleagues and other stakeholders for transformation systemic change. 

