Cliff Kicklighter

Open Office vs. Microsoft Office


At first glance, MS Office and Open Office have more similarities than differences. Both programs offer word processing, spreadsheets, databases and presentations. Open Office tries to stay consistent with the MS Office commands. The icons may look a little different, or take awhile to find but, the options are close to the same. One feature I found useful on Open Office is the user can export a document as a pdf file unlike MS Office. In my opinion, both of the programs are almost identical. The major difference between the programs would be the cost. 


I spoke with Columbia County's technology director James Van Meter about the cost of having MS Office in all of our schools. It cost roughly $30.00 per computer for MS Office, multiply that number by 8300 computers in the county and it comes out to $249,000. That cost represents a 5 year license for all computers. Open Office is a free source program, that has no cost to school systems or to individuals. This beneficial because anyone with internet access can download Open Office for free, so there are no more issues of buying expensive programs to complete school work. While talking to Mr. Van Meter, I told him about this assignment and he shared with me that the county had looked into using Open Office in the past. The concerns the county came up with were all related to training of the teachers and, compatibility with other programs. I think this is another example where teachers and officials un-willingness to change gets in the way of something good. In my opinion our county should switch to Open Office, this would free up an additional $250,000 every 5 years. This money could be better spent elsewhere. 

