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Introduction
I was eager to start this class because it is very important to me to understand my student’s background while getting  some answers to help me prepare to be a better teacher. The socio-demographics of my school and students are a challenge. In our reading, Erikson is identified as believing that the ability to interact positively with others and “self perception” are created by their responses to critical life events. This is a valuable piece of information as I relate to the struggles that many of my students are going through. My students are mostly identified in the Erikson stages of, “Identity Versus Identity Confusion” and “Industry Versus Inferiority” stage. I am very concerned for many of my students with “Identity Confusion” as most seem to be drifting along and not really confident or motivated in finding their own place. I feel as though my particular students are at an immature level of social development based on these principles. Many qualities of my school's demographics and student concerns have been explained throughout the course textbook, projects, and class discussions:
School and Student Demographics:

• Inner City Atlanta

• 95% free or reduced lunch

• Title One school

• AYP not met in last 4 years

• Most students come from one parent families or raised by grandparents

• Academically unmotivated (motivating oneself)

• Most students are forced to take an elective (theater) without interest. (Identity Versus Identity Confusion)

• Lack of Emotional Intelligence (managing emotions)

• At risk behaviors

• Lack of empathy for understanding others

• Handling Relationships

Course Reflections
As I reflect on this course , I am brought back to our first discussion post with the following quote, "Life consists not in holding good cards but in playing those you hold well." ~ Josh Billings
 In terms of this semester of Life-span/Development course I have learned how to handle these cards with a better understanding of where my students come from .Adversity builds character in changing your own cards and re-arranging/shuffling the deck from time to time! This course prepared me to be fully responsive to who and what I am preparing to teach. The most critical aspect that I learned is to try to get to know my students while understanding the challenges they face. I have begun to make use of better lesson plans by implementing these developmental ideas and elements into my own planning. I believe that this holds true to all educators, once the student  is understood you can cater to their needs and this will have a better outcome for teaching the desired lessons. 
Impact of Life-Span and Development Projects
All class assignments and projects impacted my thinking about my student's development by allowing me to look back at my own development. All the projects were insightful for me as an educator as well as learning about my behaviors as a child and adult. I have learned that it is still very important to realize we are always changing, growing and developing whether it be biological, cognitive, or socio-emotional. This research helped create a foundation for my teaching and learning as an adult learner.  I enjoyed learning about my niece and her growth and development in doing the child development project. I also enjoyed reviewing my own childhood past while developing plans and goals based on the Lifeline-Timeline Project. Through this project,  I was able to reflect and plan my journey into my own middle-aged adult life through this course and project reflections. 
The developmental aspects of the class helped me plan interactive lessons for my theater class with an understanding of some of the issues and influences that shape a child's personality and education. Another assignment that made an impact on me was the journal article research assignments. These papers allowed me the opportunity to research several controversial concepts students deal with in a typical classroom while investigating the effects they have in my classroom. I have learned that growth and development happen at very different rates for all students. 
 Impacts of Online Discussions

Online learning is an important aspect of teaching and it will become more prevalent in the future as the technology becomes more readily available to all students. I am enjoying the aspect of learning online for many reasons both personal and professional. 
Personally, I prefer the fact that I can work from anywhere with access to a computer. I have found myself taking breaks from my teaching schedule and checking in on some class discussions. I think this is an important appeal for many interested in the online classes. Peer discussions based on Dr. Hayes' guidance helped to interpret the class textbook while learning about some of the issues other teachers deal with an a day-to-day basis. 

Professionally, the online structure was an excellent tool for sharing and interpreting classroom ideas , and communicating between group members for projects as well as sharing ideas and helping problems with class  related issues.  I believe that all members of the class participated in a positive environment and all were professional and helpful with their responses.

Summary/Conclusion

My students develop socially, emotionally, and morally with age and experience. As a teacher of 12 years, I have taught various levels of cognitive and psychosocial development of many students from different backgrounds, ethnic cultures and religious beliefs. All diversities play a factor on the development, behavior and interaction between student, parent and teacher. I have worked with many levels of students from elementary through high school.  Professionally, through this course, I have prepared myself to "deal with all  the cards  that I have been given," while learning how to evaluate all types of personalities and specific issues of their development. Personally,  I have enjoyed this particular course and believe the skills acquired are beneficial to my classes and students in the future.  The values learned in this course will be beneficial to me as I plan the rest of my own  life while developing my understanding  as a teacher.

